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If You Can Dream It,
You Can Achieve It—

A Christmas Wish
Come True-----------

Tatishka Thomas and
her children pose in
front of their new
Christmas Tree.
by Trade Reddick
Challenger Correspondent
CLEARWATER - On
the second day of Decem
ber, Warrick Dunn gave a
mother of three one fur
nished house with a pantry
full of gourmet food.
“I’m at a loss for
words,” said Tatishka Tho
mas, who only expected
the former Buccaneer to
pay for her closing costs
through his foundation ti
tled, “Homes for the Hoii-

Isay Gulley, PresidentlCEO for the Clearwater
Housing Services, addressed the attendees at the
ribbon cutting ceremony,
photos provided by Clearwater Housing Services

community groups playing
secret Santa, every room in

Christmas
continued on pg. 5

African-American
Publishing Industry
Suffers Loss----------Increased revenue not enough to save Vanguarde Media

Keith Clinkscales

by Candace K. Clarke
Challenger Assistant Editor
Although Vanguarde’s
three publications earned
more than $30 million in
revenue this year and
surged with an increase in
readership, it was not
enough. Vanguarde Media,
the company that brought

Latoya Flournoy receives her pin.

Aaron Stecker (left), RB for the Tampa Bay Buccaneers, participated in
the ribbon cutting with Thomas.

days.”
Created in 1997, the
program has helped 42 sin
gle mothers in Tampa, At
lanta, Ga., and Baton
Rouge, La., fulfill their
dreams of becoming first
time homeowners by pro
viding them with the
downpayment on a new
home.
While Dunn’s mone
tary gift made it possible
for Thomas to obtain the
keys to her house, the gen
erosity did not end there.
Thanks to an array of

us
African-American
lifestyle magazines such as
Honey, Savoy, and Heart
and. Soul, has become
another business casualty.
Unable to secure enough
financial backing to keep
the company running,
Vanguarde Media’s presi
dent and CEO, Keith
Clinkscales, announced on
Nov. 25 that the company
would file for bankruptcy.
The Chapter 11 filing
comes at a strange time in
the economy, just as
reports hit the news with
optimistic predictions for
the American market. As
the New-York based opera
tion closes the doors of its
Park Avenue office, it will

leave many talented editors, writers and photogra
phers unemployed, along
with disappointed readers
across the country. With a
regular staff of around 80
employees, the company
was the nation’s fourth
largest black-owned pub
lishing firm.
Founded in 1999 by
Clinkscales,
Vanguarde
was truly a labor of love.
Clinkscales, former presi
dent and CEO of the hiphop flavored Vibe maga
zine, sought to establish a
new mecca of African
American publishing influ
ence. The founder, a
Florida A&M University
graduate, was determined

250
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to reach the urban market,
featuring coverage of
everything from interna
tional and social issues to
beauty and health tips.
Each magazine held its
own identity: while Savoy
was geared towards both
the male and female pro
fessional, Heart and Soul
spoke to African-American
women in the same way
that Essence did, featuring
relationship articles, fash
ion help, and entertainment
news as well. Honey was
the magazine for the
younger generation of
women, a perfect blend of
hip-hop news, fashion, and
Publishing
continued on pg. 5
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photos by Rassi

family members, many of
whom held fragrant bou
quets of flowers or bobbing
bouquets of balloons. The
graduates quietly mounted
the stage to participate in a
traditional solemn pinning
and rose ceremony to mark
graduation from the 13
month long program.
Evelyn Gardner, Program Coordinator
Seated facing the audi
mony held Dec. 2 at Boca ence, the women in dresses
by Linda Young
and caps and the barehead
Ciega High School.
Challenger Correspondent
That's because the need ed men in pants each held a
Getting a job is no
problem for members of for nurses still exceeds the red or pink carnation,
instead ol*a rose. Later they
the largest, dgss of students, supply...
The processional of 45 placecL their flows into
to graduate as practical
nurses
from
Pinellas nursing students in dress one or three glassNases
Technical
Education whites marched past 300 of that rested on a bSue
Center (PTEC) in a cere- their excited friends and clothed table with symbols

Authorities
Looking at All
Possibilities in
Prosecutor's
Slaying —----------

Assistant U.S. Attorney
Jonathan Luna was
stabbed 36 times

by Brian Witte
BALTIMORE (AP) Authorities haven't ruled
anything out as they try to
determine what led to the
brutal killing of a federal
prosecutor
who
was
repeatedly stabbed and
found face down in a
Pennsylvania creek, an FBI
spokesman said Saturday.
Investigators
have
been interviewing people
connected with cases
Assistant U.S. Attorney
Jonathan Luna prosecuted,
as well as friends and asso
ciates, to determine if his
death was related to work
or something more person
al.
"Everything is on the

table," FBI spokesman
Larry Foust said. "We've
drawn no conclusion either
way."
Lancaster County, Pa.,
District Attorney Donald
R. Totaro wouldn't com
ment 6n whether investiga
tors had specific theories
or suspects in mind. He
denied Reports that investi
gators Lad determined the
attack on Luna was the
result of a personal dis
pute.
"Thefe are many
avenues that need to be
explored,’ so I think it
would bel very premature
to suggest that this case or
the course^ of this investiga
tion has been narrowed to
that extent," Totaro said.
However, a federal law
enforcement
official,
speaking! on condition of
anonymity,
told
The
Associated
Press
on
SaturdayIthat investigators
had founil nothing to indi
cate the 'crime was con
nected to Luna's work and

were looking at his person
al life, f
The motive is signifi-

Slaying
continuecFon pg. 14

and the words "If you can
dream it. You can achieve
it." PTEC site administra
tor Dorothy Bailey told the
graduates they held the
"key of service to humani
ty" and would meet people
from all walks of life and
assist them in meeting their
needs.
Run by the Pinellas
County public school sys
tem the PTEC program has
relatively low tuition of
$1.65 per credit hour, or
» $2,227.50,
excluding
books and uniforms for the
1,350-hour course. Once

Achieve
continued on pg. 5

Sharptora vs. The
City of New York
Suit Settled---------

Al Sharpton

by William Farrington
NEW YORK - The
Rev. Al Sharpton agreed to
a settlement with the City
of New York over an inci
dent in which a knifewielding attacker stabbed
the Reverend in his chest
during a civil rights protest.

The suit charged that
the city was reckless, care
less and negligent when it
failed to protect him in that
incident, 13 years ago.
The City agreed to pay
the Reverend 200,000 dolSharpton
continued on pg. 14
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The Gantt Report——
by Lucius Gantt
There will be no peace
until there is justice! Cin
cinnati, Ohio police offi
cers recently beat a Black
man to death and said they
were justified because the
Black man resisted arrest.
When is it justified for
a Black man tobeata white
police officer to death?
What if you are a victim of
false arrest? What if you
are the victim of a hate
crime or a racial slur by a
law enforcement officer?
What if you are the victim
of police brutality?
Is it anytime in Amer
ica when you can defend
yourself against police
misconduct?
I think not!
If you fight the law, the
law will always win!
I can write a column
like this because the last
time I was arrested I was
jailed for felony assault on

black enterprises in the
Tampa Bay area. Mr.
Johnson’s motto was,
"Black people must sell as
well as buy, else remain a
beggar race."
"Be in control of your
own destiny"—that was
Mr. Johnson’s philosophy.
In order to reach that level
of freedom, Mr. Johnson
stressed that one must sell,
and even more importantly,
sell what belongs to them,
in order to be successful,
"or else become a beggar
race."
Anything
less
seemed to only serve an
endless cycle of subjuga
tion, not only financially,
but emotionally as well. In
order for our community to

prevail, black-owned busi
nesses are the key.
Economic freedom can
be realized, as it was in the
past, as it has grown to be
witnessed now. At the
height of the Civil Rights
Era, blacks owned and
operated businesses such as
restaurants,
hospitals,
schools, trade services,
markets, and more. That
surge has continued as we
cross over into a new era,
although there is more to be
done.
The National Urban
League has reported that
during the 90s, "AfricanAmerican buying power
increased almost 73 per
cent." In a 1997 U.S. Cen

sus Bureau report, statistics
showed that blacks spent
from .5 - 15% more
money, on average, than all
American consumers for
goods such as food, cloth
ing, utilities and ap
pliances. A study by the
National Tour Association
showed that the black fam
ily earning $30,000 a year
spends as much as a white
family earning $50,000.
With so much spending
power, our community
must capitalize. Economic
freedom must be achieved.
The Challenger has
emerged from that dream,
emerging in the AfricanAmerican community as
the preferred provider for

advertising among various
interest groups. With a cir
culation base of about
25,000 around the Bay
Area and Central Florida, it
has become one of the
fastest growing weekly
tabloids in the southeast
region. Loyal employees,
dedication, and devotion to
maintaining high standards
of excellence in journalism
are forces that keep us in
touch with our community.
The Cleveland Johnson
vision is one that still lives
on. His goal: to impact the
lives of those throughout
the African-American com
munity in a positive way; to
dispel the disparaging
images unfairly cast, to cel

ebrate the power of a hard
working
people.
For
"Cleve," as he was known,
The Challenger became a
symbol of triumph in the
face of adversity.
The Weekly Challenger
has survived the good and
bad, starting from the bot
tom, reaching the top.
Based in the tradition of a
strong philosophy, Mr.
Johnson’s dream has been
preserved, and now serves
as an example of what can
be accomplished by reach
ing for that goal of free
dom. "There is a reason to
read The Weekly Chal
lenger. "

looked at employees in our
church, we realized that
there were individuals who
have three different health
care coverage: Medicare,
our coverage and their
spouse’s plan. That’s mad
ness and wasted money in a
system where millions have
no coverage at all.
Why, in the richest
nation ever in the history of
the world, are there people
who cannot go to the doctor
if they are sick? Health care
is a right due to every one
of the world’s citizens, so
why is our health care tied
to our employment? Why
don’t we really do some
thing to really create jobs
by taking health care costs
away from employers?
The answer is simply,
we could change this sys
tem if we wanted to. We
could change this system
so that every American is
automatically covered from
birth until death. We could

change this system and still
have a cheaper, more effi
cient and effective health
care system. We could
change this system if every
single one of us insisted no demanded - of every
candidate for every office
in the U.S. be they Demo
crat or Republican that we
change this insane health
carb system and change it
now. We could change this
dysfunctional health care
system if we wanted.
We
can
demand
change, or we can just sit
back and wait for the train
wreck.

Demanding Health Care for All

SPABCC

ATTENTION POSTMASTER:
Send aII address changes to
The WeekIy, ChaIIenger^

In pursuit of the Amer
ican dream, The Weekly
Challenger newspaper was
founded over 37 years ago
with a desire to reach the
African-American com
munity, covering news rele
vant to that sector. In 1967,
Mr. Cleveland Johnson
took on the role of The
Challenger’s
Publisher,
working to make his dream
a reality - and he did it.
Maintaining
that
"Dreams Do Come True,"
Mr. Johnson recognized a
void, knowing the necessity
for a new direction. Short
on cash but long on deter
mination and hard work,
the foundation was laid for
one of the most successful

a law enforcement officer.
Just like Ohio policemen
said the Black man beaten
to death attacked the offi
cers, a Florida policeman
lied and said I beat him so
bad he had to have neuro
surgery.
If I had been on a lone
some road rather than on a
busy Tallahassee street,
maybe I would have been
beaten to death also.
If beating suspects is
normal procedure, why
don't you have cases where
gangs of Black officers
beat up white people?
Where are the examples of
Hispanic officers beating
up Jews?
You only hear about
this kind of violence when
whites kill or maim Blacks.
My significant other
sells non-lethal weapons to
law enforcement officers
and police departments. I,
again, don't know all of the

by Bernice Powell Jackson
I think it’s a train
wreck waiting to happen.
Yet our elected officials
and candidates for office
seem to be putting it on the
back burner. It impacts
every single American,
whether we know it or not.
It’s costing our nation, our
families and our businesses
a fortune. It’s an ethical and
moral catastrophe. I’m
talking about our health
care dilemma. A train
wreck about to happen.
Look at the warning
signs. In the past year
alone, 2.4 million more
Americans are without
health care coverage B the
largest increase in a dec
ade, partly due to increas
ing unemployment. But it
was partly due to the fact
that the costs for most
health care plans rose 14
percent in one year. Indeed,
Americans today are pay
ing 50 percent more for

their health care coverage
than we did three years
ago, so even if our wages
are rising many of us are
taking home less pay.
Businesses,
especially
small businesses - our
nation’s employment back
bone - find themselves hav
ing to choose between cut
ting health care coverage
for employees or eliminat
ing positions. Employees
find themselves reluctant to
change jobs because of
health care concerns.
Meanwhile,
smaller
hospitals are being forced
to close. Doctors find it
impossible to get afford
able malpractice insurance
and in some states it is dif
ficult to find an Obste
trician or other medical
specialist. In California,
tens of thousands of gro
cery store workers have
been on strike for the past
few weeks as their employ
ers try to re-negotiate con

tracts with lower medical
benefits - a bellwether for
other union workers across
the nation. Almost all states
are facing budget crises
and, therefore, looking to
cut Medicaid costs which
they pay for poor Amer
icans.
At the same time, Con
gress is debating whether
to include prescription drug
plans in Medicare costs for
our senior citizens, many of
whom find themselves pay
ing thousands of dollars
each month for expensive
medications which they
could buy for much lower
costs in Mexico and Can
ada. The latest version of
the Medicare bill gives pri
vate health insurance com
panies an enormous new
role in the provision of
health care to seniors as a
means of supposedly con
taining costs. And critics
are saying that this new bill
may ultimately result in

lower benefits for our sen
iors on medicare.
There are some 44 mil
lion Americans without
health care coverage alto
gether, including millions
of American children.
Many of these Americans
are the working poor whose
employers have opted out
of providing health care.
Thus, employers like WalMart (the nation’s largest
employer) are passing
along to their employees
and the rest of us the cost of
their employees’ emer
gency room and other med
ical care. But more and
more full-time, lower mid
dle class workers are find
ing that they have no health
care coverage.
We now spend an esti
mated $1.4 trillion every
year on health care, with
the government already
paying nearly half of that.
Some of that money is mis
spent. For instance, as we

Bernice Powell Jackson is
the executive minister of the

Justice and. Witness Ministries
of the United Church of Christ
and serves as one of the five
officers of the denomination.
She has been an activist on
behalf of civil rights, women's
rights and human rights
issues around the world for
more than a quarter of a cen
tury.

Hunger in a Season of Plenty
by Marian Wright Edelman
The holidays are here,
and for many Americans,
one of the highlights of this
season is sharing special
meals with friends and
family. Many of us are still
recovering from eatihg too
much turkey and pumpkin
pie at Thanksgiving, or
already pulling out our spe
cial recipes to berin the
next round of holiday bak
ing
and
cooking.
Americans are / already
known for being surround
ed by an overabundance of
food, and the holidays just
seem to take pur usual
excessive super-$ized eat
ing patterns and stretch
them even further. But for
millions of Americansincluding millions of children-the holidays don't
mean full tables or full
stomachs. As the rest of us

sit down at our family
feasts, these families are
feeling something many
Americans never even
think about happening
here: hunger.
More than thirteen mil
lion American children live
in households that the U.S.
Department of Agriculture
(USDA) considers "food
insecure." This means their
families don't always have
enough food for "an active,
healthy life for all house
hold members" and that
children are considered to
be at high risk of hunger. In
many homes struggling to
put food on the table, chil
dren are fed first. But while
that sacrifice may spare the
children from hunger, the
whole family suffers from
the strain and insecurity of
not knowing where the next
meal is coming from. The

13.1 million children in
food insecure households
are spread out through 6.4
million homes. In 265,000
of those families, one or
more children went hungry
last year. In another 1.2
million homes, a parent or
other adult went hungry.
And 4.9 million households
with children were "food
insecure without hunger."
This means they teetered
on the edge of hunger,
occasionally being forced
to skip meals or cut back on
buying healthy food.
Compared with child
less households, house
holds with children suffer
double the chances of food
insecurity (16.5 percent
compared with 8.1 per
cent), according to the
USDA. And families at risk
of hunger have few options.
Charitable help is stretched

thin by rising demand,
while government food
assistance rarely lasts
through the month. The
average food stamp allot
ment is about 90 cents per
person per meal, which
isn't enough to purchase
healthy and balanced
meals. As recent stories
have pointed out, soup
kitchens that once served
mainly homeless adult men
are now buying high chairs
and booster seats.
The holiday season is a
time
when
many
Americans reach out to
help families in need. As a
nation we have much to be
thankful for, but many
American families are suf
fering this holiday from
joblessness and poverty,
many are homeless; and,
again, millions are hungry.
We are not a selfish people,

details about what hap
pened in Ohio bot I'd be
willing to bet jchat law
enforcers in that state have
non-lethal weapons at their
disposal that can be used to
subdue anybody regardless
of how much they weigh or
how big they are./
Justified or not, it was
the police officer's choice
to beat the Black man to
death.
You don't hdve to beat
a man to death for resisting

arrest. You can call for
backup. You can throw a
net over the suspect. You
can even use mace, pepper
spray or some sort of tran-

quilizer.
The same way Blacks
are treated in Ohio and
other states, lraqis are be
ing treated similarly in

Iraq. Beat first, cover it up
or rationalize it later.
If non-white officers
can subdue suspects without killing them, white offi-

but the nation's policy pri
orities this past year should
give us pause. Decisions
made by our leaders in
Washington to enact lavish
tax cuts of $93,500 per mil
lionaire while budgetstrapped states slash fund
ing for schools, child care,
and emergency cash assis
tance counteract the gener
ous giving of individual
Americans.
Of course this doesn't
mean we should stop help
ing each other in the ways
we always have. Please
give to a food drive, volun
teer at a soup kitchen or
shelter, support effective
organizations that help
needy families, and do
whatever else you and your
family can do to give
thanks for what you have
by helping families who
have less - especially famicers can too.
If they don't operate in
a non-lethal manner, what's
good for the goose to do,
will be done by the gander!

lies who behind closed
doors are quietly going
hungry. And as we all do
what we can in our own
communities, we can also
work together to help our
nation learn the same les
son many of us are trying to
teach our own children: to
whom much is given, much
is required.
Marian Wright Edelman
is President and Founder of
the Children's Defense Fund
and its Action Council whose
mission is to Leave No Child
Behind" and to ensure every
child a Healthy Start, a Head
Start, a Fair Start, a Safe
Start, and a Moral Start in life
and successful passage to
adulthood with the help of

caring families and communi
ties.

Lucius Gantt can be con

tacted at lbgantt@aol.com.

His book, "I Talked About The
Beast," is now available.

The Weekly Challenger
WELCOMES YOUR

as

Well

Letters to the Editor
As Your Articles of Community Events

Please

email to: tchallen@tampabay.rr.com

THE WEEKLY CHALLENGER, THURSDAY, DECEMBER 11 - 17, 2003

3

SARASOTA / MANATEE AREA NEWS
Five Guys Named Moe Opens First
Season For Westcoast Black Theatre
Troupe-----------------------------------------------------by Evelyn Klopp
Challenger Correspondent
SARASOTA - The
Westcoast Black Theatre
Troupe kicked off their
premiere season last week
end with song, dance,
laughter and great audi
ence enthusiasm at Gompertz Theatre (formerly
Theatre Works). Their per
formance of Five Guys
Named Moe brought
1930’s sounds and styles to
the stage. The show fea
tured a small cast with
loads of energy performing
songs by jazz legend Louis
Jordan.
Written by Clarke
Peters, Five Guys Named
Moe centers around heart
broken Nomax (played by
Michael Kinsey) who finds
comfort in the songs and
dances of five crazy guys:
Little Moe (Nate Jacobs),
Eat Moe (Halbert Jones),
Four-Eyed Moe (Charles
Lattimore), Big Moe (Leon
Pitts) and No Moe (Dean
Wilson). With a little help
from the audience, the five
guys named Moe help
Nomax find his way back
to love. At one point the
audience is asked to sing
and dance with the Moes to
help lift Nomax’s spirits.
"We’re just having a
funky-good time," said
Charles Lattimore, who is

spending his first year with
the Westcoast Black Thea
tre Troupe. "This is a hys
terical play, full of music
and energy. It teaches life

44-Year-Old Woman Found
Dead In Venice Jail

Elizabeth Stebbins

VENICE - The Sara-

sota County Sheriff’s Of
fice is releasing the name
of the inmate found dead
by Corrections deputies
this past weekend at the
South County Jail, 1350
Ridgewood Avenue, in
Venice. The inmate has

Aspiring Rapper Gets
Eight Years For Squirt
Gun Carjacking----- —

Cast of “5 Guys Named Moe”
L-R: Charles Lattimore, Halbert Jones, Dean Wilson, Nate Jacobs (Artistic
Director), and Michael Kinsey
lessons about love and how ty."
American experience by
to cope with different
Jacobs also hopes to presenting meaningful, en
problems."
own a theatre someday, a tertaining and thought-pro
Director Nate Jacobs place where he can teach voking theatre."
picked this play because of classes and give artistic
Five Guys named Moe
its creative script and lively children a place to discover exemplified this purpose,
songs.
their talents. This desire showcasing the enormous
"This man [Clarke comes from his own expe talents of the small cast
Peters] writes so much life rience. Jacobs didn’t real and crew. Audience mem
and humor in his music," ize his own passion for the bers gave them a standing
Jacobs said. "Expect a ater until he took a class in ovation and cheered them
good time, a lot of laughter college.
on their opening night.
and good music."
"Especially being Afri
"Working with West
Jacobs is also the can American, I know a lot coast, it’s really a family
founder and artistic direc of parents don’t know quite affair," Lattimore said.
tor for the Westcoast Black what to do with their artis "Everyone is so close. And
Theatre Troupe. The group tic children," Jacobs said. the professionalism and
will also perform Black "I know there is a des how the company runs—
Nativity (Dec. 18-28), perate need in Bradenton, it’s star treatment all the
Ain’t Misbehavin’ (Jan. 8- Sarasota and St. Petersburg way around."
Tickets to Five Guys
18) and Spunk (April 8-18) for that kind of outreach
that needs to be provided. Named Moe are $21. For
this season.
"I want our company The artists of tomorrow more information, call the
to be known for bringing a can’t be overlooked."
box office at (941) 954unique edge and new faces
It is the mission of the 4651.
to the scene," Jacobs said. Westcoast Black Theatre
"I hope to add another ele Troupe "to promote, foster
ment to our arts communi and celebrate the African-

BRADENTON - An
aspiring rap musician from
Michigan has been sen
tenced to eight years in
prison for trying to carjack
a retired schoolteacher
with a squirt gun last year.
Raymond S. Wank, 21,
pleaded no contest to at
tempted carjacking, bur
glary and defrauding an
innkeeper.
Senior Judge Thomas
Galien handed down the
sentence, which will run at
the same time as a nineyear prison sentence Wank
received earlier this year
for carjacking a Suwannee
County woman.
Authorities said Wank
and his cohort, Gregory A.
Bell, 19, went on a crime
spree during a trip to
Miami where they were
going to break into the
music industry. Assistant
State Attorney Scott Rieth
said his theory was that the
pair depideg, to steal cars
after they were cited in the
Panhandle for hitchhiking.
The
Kalamazoo,
Mich., men were arrested

Nov. 25, 2002, after they
kidnapped Cynda Futch, a
48-year-old
Wal-Mart
worker in Live Oak and
forced her to drive them to
the Bradenton area.
Futch drove to Mana
tee County while the men
pointed a black squirt gun
they had bought at the
store. They released Futch
when her car was almost
out of gas, apologized and
wished her a nice Thanks
giving.
The men sneaked into
an empty room at a Ramada Inn and left the next
morning without paying.
They then tried to carjack Nancy Rizzo in the
parking lot of an Ellenton
Publix supermarket. The
retired teacher grabbed her
keys and her cell phone,
and ran inside the store
yelling for someone to call
911.
Deputies arrested Bell
at a nearby McDonald's
restaurant. Wank ran into a
boggy retention pond, and
concealed himself so well
that deputies almost walk-

been identified as Eliza
beth Stebbins, also known
as Elizabeth Herrera, a
white female bom March
22, 1959, of 621 Apala
chicola Road, Venice.
Stebbins was arrested
by the Venice Police De
partment at 10:55 p.m. on
Dec. 6 and charged with
Aggravated Battery. Steb
bins was found hanging in

her jail cell, with a piece of
jail clothing, at approxi
mately 5:47 a.m. on Dec. 7
by Sarasota County Cor
rections deputies. Deputies
tried to resuscitate Steb
bins but had negative re
sults. The incident is still
under investigation by the
Sheriff’s Office Criminal
Investigations Bureau.

Disaster Assistance
for Farmers and
Ranchers--------—-----Manatee County has
been included in the Farm
Service Agency’s (FSA)
Disaster declaration. This
declaration was as a result
of severe storms and flood
ing that occurred June 13,
2003 and continuing.
Emergency loan assistance
is now available for farm
ers and ranchers that suf
fered damages as a result
of this event.
Eligible family farm
ers and ranchers may file

written applications for
economic injury assistance
as a result of this disaster
the FSA office. The ad
dress is: 316 North 7th
Avenue, Wauchula, Flori
da. The deadline for emer
gency loan applications is
March 29, 2004.
If you have any ques
tions, please call Ms.
Marcia Chiricos, Planning
Manager at (850) 4139957.

Please Support Our Paper
by Patronizing Our AdVertisers
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COMMUNITY BRIEFS
People That Love Mission
ST. PETERSBURG Unseasonably
warm
weather will soon give way
to chilly winter days and
cold nights. During these
colder spells, our homeless
clients and poorer neigh
bors will find themselves
unable to properly dress to
stay warm.
As you upgrade your

wardrobes for the new sea
son or change your decor,
please think of the People
That Love Mission located
at 817 Fifth Ave. N„ St.
Petersburg.
The Mission will need
coats, sweaters, longsleeved shirts, pants,
socks, shoes and blankets.
There will be children,

"SPC is my corner
stone, my opportunity
fora future filled with
achievement “

Tommy Simpson, Jr.
A.A. graduate,
S°C class of .'03

women and men in need of
these items.
Your donation is wel
come at the Mission every
day, anytime. All items are
given away, never sold!
For more information,
call Ken Flint, (727) 4213745.

At St, Petersburg
College, we put
no limits on your
education options.
Neither should you.
Bachelor’s degrees include:
• Dental Hygiene
• Education

• Nursing
• Technology Management

now no
Iimits.

SPC also offers:
• A transferable Associate
m Arts ded'A-e

■ Associate n Science degrees

• Cert ficates
Or through SPC's
University Partnership Center,
you can get a bachelor's or graduate
degree from one of 14 partner
colleges and universities.

Register now.
Classes start Jan. 12
J?

St. Petersburg College

Check all of your
options at
www.spcollege.edu
or call
(727) 341-4772.

Carolers Sing for the
17th Year to Show
There is ‘Still No
Room at the Inn’ ——
ST. PETERSBURG For the 17th year, workers,
supporters and shelter resi
dents of ASAP Homeless
Services will carol through
the streets of St. Peters
burg. They will stop at
homeless shelters, the
Yacht Club and the Ronald
McDonald House to re
mind residents that over
2,000 years after the first
Christmas, there is, “Still
No Room at the Inn,” for
America’s homeless citi
zens.
The carolers will leave
from the ASAP Drop-In
Center, 423 - 11th Ave. S.,
at 7 p.m. on Friday, Dec.
12, caroling through St.
Petersburg to Straub Park.
“This walk is a Christ
mas tradition for many
people in the Tampa Bay
area,” said walk organizer
John Stewart. “We typical
ly have over 100 carolers,
including people of all
ages, professions, econom
ic conditions and religious
beliefs. We have retirees,
babies in strollers, shelter

residents and high school
students. What unites us is
our belief that everyone
should have a home.
“At Christmas we re
member the birth of Jesus
of Nazareth, who was bom
a homeless refugee. For
homeless people in the
U.S. two millennia later, as
it was for Jesus, there is
still no room at the inn. We
walk and sing to remember
that fact.”
The caroling will end
at the manger scene in
Straub Park, where carol
ers will enjoy cookies and
hot chocolate. Rides back
to cars from Straub Park
will be provided.
ASAP is a grassroots
organization that operates
a shelter for homeless
women, children and fami
lies, and a drop-in center
with food, showers and
clean clothes for homeless
men and women.
For more information,
call ASAP Homeless Ser
vices at (727) 823-5665.
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Adults and Teens Collaborate
to Throw a Holiday Party-------LARGO - Lighthouse
Credit Foundation (LCF)
and the Pinellas County
Boys & Girls Clubs 61C
Teen Centers team up
again for an old-fashioned
Winter Wonderland Party.
The second annual event
takes place on Thursday,
Dec. 18, from 6:30-9 p.m.
at Pinellas Park Boys &
Girls Club located at 7790
-61st St. N., Pinellas Park,
and is only open to the
teenagers of Pinellas Park
and Northside Boys &
Girls Clubs.
The colorful celebra
tion gives teenagers an
opportunity to work close
ly with adults in planning
an event. LCF employees
and teenagers from the
61C Teen Centers have
been researching and plan
ning the Winter Wonder
land for the last two
months as part of LCF’s
“adoption” of the Boys &
Girls Club.
LCF volunteers will be
cooking the main course
and side dishes, while the
teenagers are responsible
for the desserts. Also, dur
ing the party, pre-selected
teenagers will share with
their peers a favorite holi
day memory, tradition or
song. A teenager will act as
the evening’s DJ so that
everyone at the party can

enjoy music and fun
together, and for those who
dare, a karaoke machine
will also be available!
Raffle tickets will be
given out as teenagers ar
rive at the party, and give
aways
will
happen
throughout the night, mak
ing the evening full of fun
and entertainment for all
present.
The unique collabora
tion between LCF employ
ees and 61C Teen Center
teenagers is part of a larger
program designed by em
ployees at LCF to reach
out into their community
to extend not just funding
but time, financial expert
ise and mentoring. The
commitment on behalf of
the LCF management and
staff and Boys & Girls

Clubs of Pinellas County
will continue through 2003
and 2004.
61C Teen Center is a
youth-empowered
teen
center run for teens by
teens. The objective of
61C Teen Center is to
establish a safe and posi
tive environment, and the
club
welcomes
all
teenagers. The club is
designed to allow the
active and hands-on explo
ration of abilities, to devel
op confidence by goal-set
ting and accomplishment
and to promote the idea of
dreams.
“We want to show the
world that young people
should be looked upon as
problem solvers, not prob
lems,” says Mary Melcer,
president of LCF.

SAM'S BEAUTY SALON
3600 - 18th Avenue South
St. Petersburg/FL
(727) 322-0024 • Cell (727) 542-2189

Ask for Tc>ny
20 years experience in Hair Care
as Barber and Beautician
SAM'S BEAUTY SALON
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TAMPA BAY AREA NEWS
RECOLLECTIONS

by Frances Pinckney

Looking for Good
I usually take a favor
able view of things even in
the worst of situations, and
I usually expect a good
outcome. I, who look for
the “good” in everything,
am running mighty low in
Pollyanna spirit.
I am trying to figure
out the good, the sound
ness like sound of mind
and accuracy and logic of
the recent St. Petersburg
Times/Miami Herald poll
which was conducted Dec.
1 by the Washington, D.C.,
polling firms, Schroth and
Associates, whose clients
are Democrats, and The
Polling Company, whose
clients are Republicans,
according to the article,
“Bush Holds Florida Edge
but Still Has Work to Do,”
written by Adam C. Smith,
Times political editor. The
poll was conducted for
findings of approval rat
ings of President George
W. Bush.
Out of approximately
557,000 registered voters
as of Oct. 31, 2003, (infor
mation provided by library
reference) in the state of
Florida, a state-wide sur
vey of 800 voters was con
ducted. “Polls suggest the
President would win the
state over any Democrat,
but voters are divided over
some of his policies,” the
St. Petersburg Times stat
ed. Well, now many of us
registered voters are still
not convinced that Mr.
Bush won the state of
Florida over Al Gore in the
2000 election.
The Election Day de
bacle, hanging chads, un
counted votes and God
knows what else does not
indicate a fair win. The ar
ticle further stated, “The
President still continues to
struggle making inroads
among African Ameri
cans.” And rightly so.
As I recall, there were
allegations that numbers of
African Americans were
denied their rights to vote
in some areas. I am sure it
has been a struggle for
them to accept being left
out of the election,
whether by accident or
design.

The article also states
that African Americans are
especially skeptical of the
war - the war was not
worth it. Eighty percent
disapprove of the Presi
dent’s handling of the war.
Nobody asked me, but I,
too, disapprove. I saw right
through the President’s
political ploy of visiting
the troops in Iraq and help
ing to serve Thanksgiving
dinner.
And, what about that
disaster in May when our
president, all decked out in
flight gear standing below
a banner, “Mission accom
plished,” declared the end
of “combat operations” in
Iraq? Arrogance run amuck is what that was. Too
bad that he didn’t make
good his declaration of the
end of the war. His strategy
of war was a rushed deal
and his post-war plans not
in place. Not good!
Yet another St. Peters
burg Times/Miami Herald
poll of findings for approv
al rating was of the Presi
dent’s brother, Governor of
Florida, Jeb Bush. Accord
ing to the article in the St.
Petersburg Times Dec. 7,
“Jeb Bush’s approval rat
ing slipped lower than it
was in May.. .52 percent of
the voters approve of the
job Bush is doing as Gov
ernor.”
I am among the 41 per
cent who disapprove. I, a
retired State worker and
many other State workers,
especially union members,
never approved of him or
the job that he’s doing.
State workers know
first-hand about the mess
ed up job he did in priva
tization, especially in the
children’s program. He
managed to eradicate the
fairly good operation of
the program and just went
on from bad to worse. And,
of course, the aging and
adult program in which I
worked was not untouched
by his clueless mission of
change. I didn’t find much
good in the change.
Now, closer to home. I
have no Pollyanna spirit,
no good feelings about the
protests held by the Uhu-

SPC Has New Site in
Downtown ST. Pete
ST. PETERSBURG St. Petersburg College's
new downtown site is in
the heart of activity near
BayWalk and the Museum
of Fine Art. Classes begin
there Jan. 12.
The new college head
quarters is at 201 Fourth
Street North. It is a twostory, 6,294-square-foot
building owned by First
United Methodist Church.
The college will lease the
building from the church
for three years with op
tions for an additional five
years. The building will
house science and comput
er labs along with class-

rooms and administrative
offices for day and evening
classes.
"It's nice to be in the
center of it all," said Yvon
ne Ulmer, associate prov
ost of SPC Downtown.
Since its inception,
SPC Downtown has been
located primarily on the
University of South Flor
ida Campus. Recently, the
university asked the col
lege to move out because
of a space crunch. Some
SPC Downtown classes
will continue to be offered
at the Florida International
Museum, two blocks from
the Fourth Street site.

rus at Baywalk, and I don’t
see any good in the leaflets
they leave in my door with
beratings of the local
NAACP president and
journalist Bill Maxwell.
Now, they should know by
now that it does no good
for them to verbally attack
and slander Maxwell, for
they know good and well
that he can “pencil whip”
them and tear their weak
outdated agendas apart
with truth and candor.
A very recent incident
has impacted by already
low Pollyanna spirit even
lower. A parent of three,
with other children in her
charge ages 6-10, allegedly
allowed them to play foot
ball unsupervised near a
lake while she visited a
friend in a nearby apart
ment. One eight-year-old
boy was pushed into the
water by another boy about
the same age. Thank God
the boy could swim, and
the water was shallow. I
would like personally to
give her a good tongue
lashing and outright de
nounce her gross negli
gence. No, I have no favor
able view of this no good
situation - absolutely none.
But, thank God the out
come was favorable.
As I sit here on this
Sunday before “full moon”
Monday watching the start
of the Bucs and New
Orleans game, I shake my
head in disbelief as quar
terback Shaun King draws
a penalty for going on the
field to talk to a teammate.
My companion, an avid
Bucs fan, yelled out a “not
so good” message at him,
“You haven’t played more
than a few minutes during
the whole season, so what
have you got so important
to tell the other player?”
We like King. He has a
good reputation and good
manners and all of that, but
not good judgment in this
instance. Still, there was a
good outcome. The Bucs
won, and, “Finding good
was easy in Sapp and
Simeon Rice!”

Devil Rays Team With City,
Lowe’s to Repair Belmont
HeighTs Little League Fields—

Mabel Cooper

Youngsters from the Belmont Heights Little League fields are surrounded by
Ed Johnson from the City of Tampa, Stephen Keener, President & CEO,
Little League Baseball International; Tampa Mayor Pam Iorio; Ann Jenkins,
President of the Belmont Heights Little League and Devil Rays Managing
General Partner Vincent J. Naimoli.
TAMPA BAY - The $40,000.
tive Officer Vincent J. Nai
Tampa Bay Devil Rays and
Through their Urban moli, "is to restore these
the City of Tampa Initiative Program, Little fields to the gem that they
announced a plan to part League International has once were. To the days in
ner with the City of Tam committed $20,000 to ren 1973,1975,1980 and 1981
pa, Lowe’s Home Centers, ovate the Belmont Heights when the Belmont Heights
Inc. and Little League Little League fields. This Little League teams went
Baseball International to money is being made on to the Little League
renovate and repair the available through a grant World Series in Williams
Belmont Heights Little Little League Baseball, port. These kids need a
League baseball fields in Inc. received from Major place to play. It is simply
Tampa.
League Baseball. They the right thing to do."
The Devil Rays have will also provide assis
Among those on hand
offered their grounds crew tance in the areas of new to announce the project at
staff and expertise to do baseball equipment acqui a news conference on De
nate time and resources sition, and training and cember 1 at the Belmont
along with a cash donation education.
Heights fields were Nai
of $10,000 through their
Lowe’s Home Centers, moli, Tampa Mayor Pam
Rays of Hope Foundation.
Inc. has also stepped up to Iorio; Stephen Keener,
The City pf Tampa the plate by recruiting sev President and CEO, Little
Parks and Recreation De eral contractors, their sup League Baseball Inter
partment is already work pliers and staff to offer national; Mike Hofler,
ing on irrigation systems $20,000 in materials and Zone Manager of Lowe’s
for the site and will be manpower to renovate the Home Centers, Inc.; and
instrumental in surveying concession stands and up Ann Jenkins, President of
the facility and installing stairs offices.
the Belmont Heights Little
the new sod. The city’s
Our aim," said Devil League.
portion of the repairs and Rays Managing General
improvements
total Partner and Chief Execu

African American Graduates
of 1975, Inc. Upcoming
Activities --------- —--------------------ST. PETERSBURG The public and all class
mates are invited to partic
ipate in the upcoming
events sponsored by the
African American Grad
uates of 1975, Inc.
(AAG75). The next quar
terly worship service will

be Dec. 14 at 10:45a.m., at
Galilee M.B. Church,
located at 505 35th St. So.
The AAG75 Class Unity
Program is scheduled for
Dec. 28 at 4 p.m., at
Trinity United Presby
terian Church, 2830 22nd
Avenue South.

FEATURING
B.J.:

Saturday morning gospel. Wake up with a praying Spirit

5am-10am

DIANE HUGHES:

5am-10am,M-F. Total Praise with the best
in inspirational music, news, weather and the Spoken Word.

UNCLE DAVE MICHAELS:

10am-1 pm Just playing the

music the way you like it.

MICHEALT:

THIS &
THAT
(823-6092)

Old school and music to drive home by.

TONY CHARLES: Take you

back home with your favorite

blues and 'chu-chu' oldies 9pm-2am .
For Advertising Call
Donza DrUMMONd, Sales Manager

227s821-994.7... :
REQUEST LINE 864-1600

Serving rT\wnya (Bay Since 1976

Office: 327'WRXB (9792) *
1st Avenue North, St. Petersburg, FL 33713

The class is preparing
for the remaining commu
nity service activities for
the year such as the Christ
mas Holiday Cheer Bas
kets and the Christmas Toy
Drive. The items for the
Toy Drive will be collected
through Dec. 20 at the
Maxi Mall, 4301 34th St.
South (Wednesday - Sun
day, 10 a.m. to 8 p.m.) and
Angelia’s Hair Safari,
2423 Central Avenue
(Tuesday - Saturday, Noon
- 8 p.m.). Class tee shirts
and CDs will be available
at all events.
For additional infor
mation about the activities
of the African American
Graduates of 1975, Inc.,
please visit our website at
www.aagraduatesof1975.h
omestead.comlAA3 .html.

HI FOLKS!
It’s time to get serious.
As I pen this, Christmas is
19 days away. Have you
been good? Ole Santa is on
his way, so you’d better
watch out.
Some clubs and civic
organizations are getting
the jump on others with
early Christmas parties.
Invites are coming my
way, which is very nice gives me a chance to write
about them. I hope you,
my readers, will do the
same.
We attended and en
joyed two beautiful affairs
this past weekend. The
first one was a post-b’date
celebration. Let me tell
you about it.

LuthrelI H. Church, Sr.
A Memoriam Birthdate
Celebration for the Late
LuthreU Harrison
Church, Sr.
Hosting the celebra
tion were his wife, Marion
Church, and their family
members. On Saturday,
Dec. 6, 2003, beginning at
4 p.m., Luthrell’s family
members, friends and de
voted patrons of his local
long-time
south
end
Neighborhood
Tavern
turned out in full force to
sip, eat, enjoy and remi
nisce in remembrance of
Luthrell’s 70th natal day
and him especially.
The master title and
building contractor passed
away Feb. 6, 2003, at age
69. As we all know, Luthrell was a kind-hearted
sweet person with a multi
tude of friends. We all love
him and miss him very
much. The memoriam
b’date celebration was well
attended.
While there enjoying,
we saw and said hello to
several guests doing the
same. To name a few: Clif
ford James, LaVetra “Vee”
Floumey, Henry L. Boger,
Albert “Lee” McCloud,
Mary Holmes, Solomon
“Sargent” Thomas and
James Russ. Also, Ella
Brown, Lewis Stephens,
Elivira Hayword, Develine
Seide, Melvetta McClen
don, Sharon Long and
Janies Stephens.
Others were: Joan
Webb, Tahysha Church,
DeAngelo Dean, Hattie
Ruth Johnson, George
Cromarte, Billy Singleton,
John Walker, Tory Golson,
Larry and Faith Walker,
Angelo Church, Vito Gol
son, Mr. “Slick” and
Dwayne Vinson. Others
kept coming after we left, I
was informed.

celebration and motored
way over yonder to Pi
nellas Point to a Christmas
party at 63rd Avenue and
12th Street South already
in full swing. The St. Pet
ersburg metropolitan chap
ter of the National Council
of Negro Women’s first
annual Christmas was the
place to be at that time.
The president, Diane
Speights, and members
rolled out the red holiday
carpet for their invited
guests. I can understand
the friendly hospitality of
the members after being
told by the hostess of the
beautiful well-kept home
that the club promotes sis
terhood among African
American women, and one
of their main focuses is
empowering
women,
thereby strengthening fam
ilies.
Members and guests
socialized in a relaxed,
comfortable atmosphere
courtesy of club member
Wyvonnia McGee. Her
home was decorated with a
Christmas setting, com
plete with a lovely decorat
ed tree and candles. The
glow of the candlelight
added to the evening.
There was an elephant gift
exchange during the festiv
ities, which was a first for
me.
The food served was
beyond reproach. Every
one ate until they were sat
isfied. We were served
fried chicken, buffalo
wings, smoked turkey,
shrimp pasta, shrimp and
crab spaghetti salad, chip
and dip, deviled eggs and
tri-pasta salad. Also, there
were: a melon fruit tray,
Watergate salad, vegetable
tray and seafood spread
and crackers. For dessert
we had, among others, a
mile-high coconut cake
and lemon pound cake.
There was special egg nog
and tropical tea to drink.
Members and guests
enjoying all of this and
putting on some holiday
pounds, in addition to the
hostess, were: Janie Wells,
Dorothy Lee, Rev. G. and
Deanie Victor, Kredelle P.
Dendy, Lynn Johnson,
Evelyn Fletcher, Elder
Martin and JoAnn Rainey
and Robert and Barbara
Anders. Others partaking
were: James and Barbara
Bolden, James E. Lecas,
Barbara Simmon, Carol
Dukes, Cheryl Holiday,
Diane Speights, Juan K.
Leonard, Dorothy Milton,
Barbara Norris, Betty
Smith and yours truly.
Conspicuously absent
were vice president, Sig
nora Ferris, and Bev
Campbell. They were at
tending
the
National
NCNW convention in
Washington, D.C. They
phoned in their regrets.
/’w got to end this some
where, and right here is
it. So, until next write

At 7 p.m.

We left this wonderful

around STAY LOOSE!

TAMPA BAY AREA NEWS continues
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State Convention Welcomes Tampa
Residents------------------------------------------ —
LAKE
BUENA
VISTA - Thousands of
Democrats gathered at
Disney World this week
end for a state party con
vention. Among the partic
ipants were Tampa Bay
residents such as State
Rep. Frank Peterman and
Senator Les Miller. Seen as
an informational gathering,
the convention was an
opportunity to see what the
democratic candidates had
to offer. Saturday’s speak
ers included presidential
hopefuls former army
General Wesley Clark,
U.S.
Rep
Richard
Gephardt, and Vermont
Gov. Howard Dean. Carol
Mosely Braun and the Rev.
Al Sharpton were unable to
attend.

State Democratic Chairs await the next speaker

St. Petersburg resident Ernest
Fillyau was in attendance at the con
vention, along with Sen. Les Miller

State Rep. Frank Peterman and St.
Petersburg delegate Joyce McCarty
photos by Ernest Fillyau

Elementary School Artists Display
Work at Florida International Museum
ST. PETERSBURG Antwan Horsley rounded a
comer inside Florida In
ternational Museum, his
eyes eagerly scanning the
freshly framed artwork on
the newly painted walls.
"Here’s yours, Jarred,"
Horsley said, pointing to
his classmate’s creation.
"That is awesome," Jarred
Daniel chimed in. Horsely,
11, and Daniel, 10, are fifth
grade students at Perkins
Elementary School in St.
Petersburg, who crafted
images of their hometown
for an exhibit at Florida In
ternational Museum. For
the first time, the students
saw their work displayed
with artwork from students
in St. Petersburg, Russia.
Horsely and Daniel are
two of the 23 elementary
school students to have
their very own artwork on
display, just down the hall
from 800 year old Russian

artifacts. As part of the
groundbreaking exhibit
"Russian Odyssey: Riches
of the State Russian Mu
seum,” Florida Interna
tional Museum (FIM) pres
ents "Children 2 Children"
through April 4, 2004.
This unique project pro
vides an opportunity for
school children from both
cities to compare and con
trast their homelands to
learn more about each
other. "Children in each
St. Petersburg not only cre
ated artwork for exchange,
but will begin a dialog as
well," says Kathy Oathout,
executive director of FIM.
"We feel this is an out
standing opportunity for
students to learn about a
different culture."
"Children 2 Children"
is an outstanding educa
tional opportunity, accord
ing to Perkins Elementary
art instructor Michelle

Crosby. "Whenever a child
gets recognition, as with
this show, it boosts their
self-esteem," Crosby said,
beaming as her students
soaked in the moment.
"It’s a building block for
the rest of their lives." And
the students’ work will be
displayed internationally.
At the close of the
exhibit, the artwork will be
crated along with the Rus
sian children’s works and
sent to St. Petersburg, Rus
sia for display there. In
this way, the two cities’
children can gain a better
understanding of each
other and the way they per
ceive their respective ci
ties.
Horsley created "A
Day Walk of the Blues," a
mural of blue doors across
the city. Daniel captured
one of our area’s most
beautiful daily occur
rences, "St. Pete Sunset."

In addition, their class
mates at Perkins and 30
other students from seven
different schools have cre
ated wonderful representa
tions of St. Petersburg
which are now on display.
There will be a reception at
Florida International Mu
seum on January 9,2004 in
recognition of the artists of
the "Children 2 Children"
exhibition, their parents
and their teachers,
Both Horsley and
Daniel are relishing the
moment. "It’s awesome
that my picture is here,"
said Daniel. "Their St.
Petersburg looks beautiful.
I hope they like ours,"
Horsley added.
For more information,
please call (727) 822-3693
or visit the Florida Inter
national Museum website
at www.floridamuseum.
org.

Christmas
from front page -------Thomas’s house was fully
furnished - down to the
pots and pans, bed linens,
bath towels, phones and
answering machines.
There were even clean
ing supplies and food in
the refrigerator and fullystocked cupboards to
ensure that Thomas would
not have any extra burdens
to worry about upon mov
ing into her new place.
The only thing missing
was Thomas and her two
children - Armoni Clarit
and Keanan Musgrove.
And it didn’t take them
long to settle in after Bucs
running back Aaron Steck
er showcased the house,
room by room. Stecker was
filling in for Dunn - now a
member of the Atlanta
Falcons - who was unable
to attend Thomas’s home
debut due to a pending foot
surgery.
A similar ceremony
was held the same day in
Tampa as Karen Jolly and

A Proud Generation of Women:
(L-R) Tatishka’s grandmother, mother, Tatishka and her daughter.
w
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Tatishka’s children are all smiles in their new furnished rooms.

her two children were able
to move into a new home
this holiday season, thanks
to Dunn’s program.
Like Thomas, Jolly
was overjoyed once she
discovered her house was

furnished with all the extra
trimmings.
Both Thomas and Jolly
were grateful for the out
pouring of community sup
port, but were especially
thankful to the man who

literally made it a “Dunn
deal” for them to fulfill the
American dream of homeownership.
“This is a day I thought
would never come true,”
Thomas concluded.

‘When Duty Calls’-----------T-Shirt, designed by St. Pete Resident, pays tribute to U.S. soldiers
ST. PETERSBURG St. Petersburg writer and
entrepreneur Corbin John
son has found a novel way
to show his support for the
troops serving in and out
side of America.
Johnson decided to
design a custom printed Tshirt, titled "When Duty
Calls." "this shirt reflected
my feeling," he said.
"Memories usually be
gin with something unfor
gettable," Johnson notes.
"When America launched
the war on terrorism, as
well as the war on Iraq, I
was motivated. I felt I had
to do something. This is
what I did.
"Regardless of what
you think or how you fell
about the current adminis
tration, most people volun-

"It's an interesting of this at career level pay, Haiti, Nigeria, Cuba and
many of these students
Achieve
Peru. "We have a very
have made are extreme." field. There is always going Gardener said.
from front page---------diverse group of students,"
In
the
audience
to
to
be
a
job
there
and
it
will
Many
have
children
and
they become certified as
Gardner said.
nursing assistants (CNA) some in the audience have better my kid's life and cheer Wall on were family
Before they marched
and are very employable, helped by baby-sitting, said mine too. I'm not going to members including her sis
out
the nurses participated
ter.
"I
look
up
to
her
very
said Bill Swales, PTEC Evelyn Gardner, depart just stop at LPN. I'm going
in a candle lighting cere
South assistant site admin ment chair of the nursing to go on to the RN pro much. She's my hero she
mony to symbolize passing
gave
me
the
encourage

gram,"
Wall
said.
She
plans
istrator. Most of them work program
The ceremony became to take the state board exam ment to further my career. the mantle of nursing from
along the way, especially if
generation to generation.
they have family. When emotional as the audience for LPN next January. Then She's my role model," said
They then recited a prayer
Nathaly
Williams
who
they graduate and pass the erupted in cheers each time sign up to transfer to St.
to dedicate themselves to
state board test to become a graduate's name was Petersburg College for the plans to become a nurse
touch each patient with a
too.
transitional
program
for
licensed practical nurses called. Many graduates had
Maya Wall said. "It would "healing hand."
(LPN), they earn $36,000 their family or friends par RN.
"We're always happy to
n't have been possible if it
With
the
LPN
in
hand
ticipate
in
the
ceremony
by
to $38,000 a year.
see
them come and we're
weren't
for
my
mom
and
One
student
who coming onto the stage to there is usually no waiting
always happy to see them
worked her way through is place the nursing pin on for admission to a RN pro my kids grandmother and
go
because they've been
I'm
very
grateful."
Sharon
Chenita D. Lovett who has their uniform. Kisses were gram, which can be com
passionate pleted in a year to 18 Milbry mom and Barbara successful," Swales said.
worked at Palm Pasadena occasionally
and
audible.
One
graduate months, excluding the core Watson kids grandma.
hospital for 16 years. "I
"They kept the kids and
started out as a CNA then squatted as her young son courses needed for the
took two nights a week
ASN
degree.
,
Options
in
a
red
plaid
shirt
and
blue
unit secretary then activi
they had them fed and
ties director and now I'm jeans knelt to place the pin increase if they pursue a
Bachelors of Science and bathed so when I got home
on his mom's uniform.
going to be an LPN."
Nursing, which gives flexi I just did what I needed to
"It's
a
cheap
education
The good job market
do. So, it was a real big
for nurses means many stu and it's a sure chance for a bility to hold leadership
help for me.
positions
or
pursue
a
mas

career
for
the
rest
of
their
WASHINGTON O.C.
dents get jobs as CNA's
The class included stu
ter's
degree
or
a
Ph.D.,
and
life"
with
the
flexibility
to
s
while they are still in
BUlLDTHEOREAM.ORG
dents
from
Bosnia,
school. But certainly, they advance and many students get into research. Plus they
Columbia South America,
have jobs once they com climb the career ladder in work their way through all
plete
the
program. nursing, Gardner said. "We
*7 ?4ccefit
Predictions are that the always tell them it's a
springboard
to
the
ASN
existing shortage of nurses
will be a critical shortfall (Associate of Science and
We Specialize Also In:
by 2006. Shortages usually Nursing degree), and on up
•
Weight
Loss Body Wraps
occur when hospitals can't to the RN (registered
• Lymphatic Facials
fill
their
vacancies. nurse) and to the bachelors
• Sports Massage
However, nurses work in degree."
• Carpal Tunnel
One student who plans
places other than hospitals,
• Fibromyalgia
Patricia Williams
MA15717
including doctor's offices, to continue is Maya Wall a
stand-alone clinics, indus 24 year old mother of three.
H.T. Wellness & Massage Center
Wall
had
family
help
along
NEUROMUSCULAR MAS SAGE
trial nursing and home
NUTRITION & RELAXATION MASSAGE
with
a
scholarship
from
health nursing, Gardener
.
328-7600
Pasadena Manor Nursing
said.
I*' ■ i - ’ 13727 Central Avenue
"The sacrifices 'that Home where she Works as
LIC. #MM005879
FAX 328-8869
a CNA.
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A Show of Support:
(L-R) Designer Corbin Johnson, Mayor Rick Baker, Councilman Ernest
Williams, and State Rep. Charlie Justice
Constitution,"
teer to serve in the U.S. some Americans did not U.S.
Johnson
said.
military and when duty support the idea of going to
The custom printed Tcalls they go," adds war with Iraq (of which I
Johnson. "Being that I have am one). That’s beside the shirt has artwork on one
family and friends in the point. I will always support side and a poem cover on
military, I want them to the troops who have to go the other. To order, call
know that I support them in harm’s way, so we can (727)895-0416.
100%, and my support will enjoy the liberty and free
never waiver. Yes, I know doms afforded us by the

Publishing
from front page ———
positive articles about
women on the rise. All
three magazines were able
to achieve a positive voice,
publications that relished
in an optimistic spirit.
"The last several years
have been difficult for the
publishing industry, and

for Vanguarde especially,
like all independent pub
lishers," remarked Clinks
cales upon the announce
ment. "Our decision is in
no way indicative of the
phenomenal strength of the
urban media marketplace,
and I look forward to cre
ating other opportunities to

reach this most influential
audience."
It was an admirable
effort, a company to look
at and be proud of, another
successful example of
African-American busi
ness achievement. Van
guarde was the company
that reminded us of what

RONALD L. NELSON, P.A.
ATTORNEY AT LAW
• Automobile Accidents

• Employment & Labor Law
• Nursing Home Negligence
• Probate & Wills
• General Civil Litigation

(727) 898-9292
341 THIRD STREET SOUTH • ST. PETERSBURG
www.rlnelsonlaw.com
The hiring of a lawyer is ah important decision that should not be based solfey upon advertisements. Before you decide, ask the lawyer to
send you a free written information about their qualifications and'experience.

CALL NOW FOR
HOLIDAY ORDERS!!

MID PENINIULA SEAFOOD * OYSTERS & CLAMS
MARKET & RESTAURANT
400 - 49th St South
St. Petersburg, FL
327- 8309
328- 8309
Mon.-Sat. 11 AM to 9 PM
Sunday . .. Gone Fishin'

* SHRIMP PARTY TRAYS
* LOBSTER TAILS
* FRESH SALMON

WHERE THE LOCALS BUY

'ssaassss:

SMOKED TO ORDER
FOR OVER 21 YEARS
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EDUCATION
M i nori ty Outreach Program Celebrates
10th Year With Students’ Visit -

Left to Right: Ava Washington, ExxonMobil; Shaynell Vanterpool, Howard Bishop Middle School Student;
Truman BelI, ExxonMobil; Dr. Jonathan Earl, University of Florida. Howard Bishop Middle School student
takes part in learning about math and science as part of the Gator Engineering Outreach Program, sponsored
by ExxonMobil.<„u
MrI'A’j i’
Nr
photo by David Blankenship - UF

GAINESVILLE, Ha. Of the 68,000 U.S. students
who earn bachelor's de
grees in engineering annu
ally, only about 8,000 - 11
percent - are black, His
panic or other minorities.
Considering that the
minority population is
growing far more quickly
than that of whites, those
figures raise the troubling
prospect of a decline in en
gineering graduates in an
era when engineers are
increasingly crucial to the
Ration's
technologydependent economy. That
could put the U.S. behind
Other nations with growing
technology economies such
as China, Korea and Japan.
; The University of
Florida (UF) and Exxon
Mobil marked the 10th
year of a unique collabora
tive effort that has demon
strated success in address
ing the problem. The Gator
Engineering
Outreach
program - the only such
ExxonMobil-university
collaboration in the country
- brings hundreds of minor
ity and low-income middle
aind high school students
from all over Florida each
year to visit and tour the
UF engineering college.
Apart of events that includ
ed a luncheon and check
presentation, over 130 stu
dents from Gainesville's
Howard Bishop Middle
School visited the UF cam
pus and discussed engi
neering with UF and
ExxonMobil officials and
toured the engineering col
lege.
I Jonathan Earle, associ
ate dean for student affairs
for the engineering college,
said the outreach program
is aimed at students 12 to
18 who have ability in sci
ence and math, but lack
motivation or exposure to
careers in technical or sci
entific fields.
Students have visited
from as far away as Miami
and as near as Gainesville.
For some, the visits are
more than just a first look
at a university, he said.
"For many of these stu
dents who visited the cam
pus from inner-city schools
in particular, the first time

they leave their communi
ties is when they come out
on these tours to visit this
campus. They will tell you
that," he said.
.|
3 ?
ExxonMobil, which
provides $30,000 annug|y.
to cover the costs of the
program, has contributed
$300,000 so far. "Exxon
Mobil is proud to partner
with the University of
Florida to attract the bright
est minds to math, science
and engineering," said Tru
man Bell, education pro-

gram officer at the Exxon China over 200,000 engi
Mobil Foundation. "By neers annually. To remain
global
partnering with thelSpiv^v- >competitive on;
sity of Florida, ExxonMo- scale, the United States
bi].and the Gator, Outreach needs to try to keep up with
Program can help prepare a these numbers - and the
, diverse range , of students: scarcity of minority stu
for fulfilling and successful dents in among U.S. engi, careers,. pa^ti<jularly,,|n the, neering graduates repre
'field of engineering."
sents a missed opportunity.
. JBarle,. dsg said , that "We have this tremendousmore progress is needed at ly underdeveloped resource
UF and all other universi in this; country that we have
ties. Today, he said, Japan to begin tapping into," he
graduates over 100,000, said.
India over 150,000 and

KIDS KORNER

Registration
Deadline for
Immigrants’ Case
Next ACT
Test is Jan. 2 by Sarah Rhaloui
The next national test
date for the ACT As
sessment is Feb. 7, 2004.
College-bound students
should, register by the Jan.
2 postmark deadline. Late
registration
postmark
deadline is Jan. 16 (an
additional fee is required
for late registration). Stu
dents can register online at
www.acf.ofg or they lean
det ^registration packet
from their high school
guidance counselor and
register by mail. The web
site also has sample test
questions and a link to a
free financial aid calcula
tor.
. ,
ACT
scores ** Jare'
accepted by virtually all
colleges and universities in
the nation. The test fee is
$26 ($29 in Florida). Col
leges use ACT scores,
along with a student’s high
school GPA and other
information to help deter
mine admissions and the
appropriate course place
ment for new students.
The ACT Assessment
is curriculum-based, de
signed to measure a stu
dent's academic achieve
ment. There are four sec
tions to the exam: English,
reading, math and science:
Students who have
already taken the ACT can
retest and try for a higher
score.

Since
everybody
knows that Lakewood High
School contains . many
immigrant students, it is
interesting to see how they
found their new home,
U.S.A., and to hear what
they have to say about their
experiences.
Yury is a 16-year-old
senior from Colombia and
her first language is Span
ish. She moved < in to
America three years ago.
She says it has been easy
for her to learn how to
speak English and to adapt
herself to American life.
She likes the school, the
climate and the great
opportunity of making n$w
friends.
.
She dislikes the fast
food that she eats each day :
at the cafeteria. It is under
standable to see that Yury
doesn't like fast food since
food is a very important in
her custom. She was a little
bit surprised when she saw
that people don't really take
the time to eat wcl 1.- f
$
Finally, her idea about
American society is pretty
good. However, Yury does
not like the growing envi-,
rbnment for kids, which is
really different from her,,
country. She thinks it is
based on materialism? (get-
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Sarah Rhaloui of Lakewood High
ting new toys), on pressure

(school achievement) and
finally bad influences.
Overall, Yury really
loves her experiences in
this country. She is now
very attached to her new
friends. If she would have
one or two words to say to
Lakewood High School
immigrants it would be:
"ESOL Rules!!!’!!" (Eng
lish as a f Sec,ond Lan
guage}. Well! We all hope
she’ll enjoy being here!
To conclude, below are
results from a survey of
ESOL students:
• 94% of the immi
grants
they would go
back to their country if they
had the opportunity to do
so.
• 75% say it was diffi
cult for them to learn
English.
,
•90% still have some
members pf their family

living in their native country.
•98% think their life in
Florida and especially in
Lakewood High School is
very fun.
• 100% (!) of them likei
or would like to be in the
ESOL program because ■
there are great opportuni
ties of making true friends I
and learning more about :
other countries and lan
guages.
•80% of them like hip j
hop and R&B.
Don't you forget - di-*
versity of culture is impor
tant and very interesting.;
We can all learn from?
immigrants, and they certainly learn from us.
Things such as language,;
skin color or religion
should never stop friend
ship.
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What the new prescription drug benefit will do for you.
No sound bites. No spin. No politics. Just the facts.

Congress has just voted to add a prescription drug benefit to Medicare. While the benefit
isn’t perfect, it’s an important step forward that we can build on in the future. Here are
some important ways that older Americans and their families will be helped by this benefit:

1. It protects traditional Medicare:

$3,600 out-of-pocket limit, the

Nothing in the legislation under-

federal goVernment will pay for 95%

mines traditional fee-for-service

of prescription drug costs.

Medicare. And anyone can stay in

it if they choose.

6. It protects retiree coverage:

The legislation provides financial
2. All Medicare beneficiaries will

incentives for employers (both

have access to drug coverage:

public and priyate) so that people

This is a guaranteed drug plan

who already have good private coverage

for all beneficiaries, regardless

will not lose it.

of where they live.
7» It proVides new preventiVe

seryices:

3. This new drug benefit is

Voluntary:

The legislation provides for

People can elect to keep any

new coordinated chronic disease

existing coverage they have, and

management, preyentive screening

no one will be forced to enroll

for heart disease and an introductory

in the new program.

physical exam.

4. It helps those who need it most:

8. Discount card:

The new benefit provides for

Beneficiaries can choose a Medicare

comprehensive drug coverage for

discount card that will provide some

people with low incomes, at

immediate help with drug costs.

minimal cost to them.

In addition, many low-income
beneficiaries will receive a $600

5. It protects those with the highest

subsidy on their card.

drug costs:
After a beneficiary reaches the

And we promise to keep fighting to make your prescription drugs more affordable.
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The power to moire ft bettor:"
www.aarp.org
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ENTERTAINMENT
JAMM
Looking For Jazz?
Listen up! As you
know, this column is writ
ten for lovers of jazz and
those who are curious
enough to read and leant
more about America’s only
original cultural asset ...

"JAZZ’'- During the very
short time I’ve lived in the
city of St. Petersburg, I’ve
Listened to too many com
plaints about there not
being enough jazz music or
jazz clubs available for
folks to be entertained. It’s
been said that in order to
hear any decent jazz, you
have to go to Tampa,
Clearwater or travel as far
as Sarasota. Balderdash!
Pure nonsense! Allow me
to clue you into some great
happenings right here in
our beloved City of St.
Petersburg.
In the early afternoon,
a week ago Sunday, I along
with Dr. and Mrs. Ted
Pinkney, visiting friends
from Newark, New Jersey
had the opportunity to
attend the Billy Pillucere
Jazz Quartet Concert. It
was hosted by the Al
Downing Tampa Bay Jazz
Association and the City of
St. Petersburg.
Club
Excalibur located right here
in the City of St. Petersburg
at 1919 Central Avenue was
the venue. Although the
club is known to usually
host hip-hop events, man
agement has decided to
introduce jazz into its musi
cal menu.
The quartet was com
posed of Billy Pillucere on
bass, Tom Carabasi, drums,
David Moss, tenor saxo
phone and the outstanding
and very popular jazz
pianist Kenny Drew, Jr. on
keyboards. Playing famil
iar and favorite tunes, the
group covered charts writ
ten by composers like Bill
Evans, Paul Chambers,
Jobin and SL Petersburg’s
own Manfredo Fest.
The audience thor
oughly enjoyed the musical
selections, which was
demonstrated by their loud
applause. I spoke with sev
eral members of the audi
ence before and after the
concert and discovered that
many had come from as far
as Sarasota, Tampa, New
Port Richie and Lutz. They
all indicated that they were
anxious to retain to St.
Petersburg for more great
jazz and looked forward to
the next concert or jam session.
The concert ended at
about 5:30 p.m. and then,

my friends and I traveled a
short distance down the
street to The Hampton
House of Jazz at 1113
Central Avenue. Much to
oar delight, the Valerie
Gillespie Jazz Quartet was
playing. Gillespie’s group
is one of the finest jazz
groups in die Tampa Bay
area. With Rick Steuart
tickling the keyboards, Joe
Renda kicking it on drams,
Andrew Lack, walking his
electric bass and Valerie
swinging on tenor, alto, and
soprano
saxophones,
including flute and vocals,
this is a group to be to be
heard.
After their first musical
set, several musicians in the
audience sat in with the
group. What started out as
a great jazz concert had
suddenly turned into a fan
tastic jam session. There
was Andy Foeitsch on
trombone, Mike Gibilisco
on tenor saxophone, Greg
Johnson, trumpet, and "The
Man" himself, Marcus
Hampton playing flngelfaom. Wow! What a jam
they created. The group
brought the "House” down
with their renditions of
"Watermelon Man” and
"Four". It blew our minds.
Hopefully, we’ll be seeing
more of Foeitsch, Gibilisco
and Johnson.
The Hampton House of
Jazz also provides a tasteful
dinner menu. I enjoyed
fried grouper, rice mixed
with various cheeses, collaid greens, and a basketful
of hot hush puppies. The
helpings were so generous
that I had to pass up the hot
peach cobbler. An added
economical delight was the
dinner prices were quite
affordable.
We left the Hampton
House in the middle of the
second set which was just
about 8:30 p.m. Early
enough for those who must
"meet the man" in the
morning to obtain their
rest.
So, for you jazz fans
living, working, socializing
and looking for great jazz
music in the City of St
Petersburg, yon don’t have
to travel very far to find it.
It’s right here in our own
fabulous city. This week,
I’ve only noted two clubs
that feature great jazz, how
ever, there are several oth
ers and I plan on making
note of them in the coming
weeks.
Now hear this ... JAZZ
JAMM hereby issues its

first JAZZ FAN MAN
DATE. As dedicated jazz
fans, our mission is to get
out and support our jazz
clubs ... and other inner
city businesses. Plan to
visit the clubs I mention in
the Jazz Jamm column.
Take along a friend or
friends. They’ll be glad
you did. Do it within the
next week and continue to
do so. Those of you, who
belong to sorority, fraternal
and other service or social
associations, why don’t you
host your next affair, big or
small, at the Club Excalibur
or The Hampton House of
Jazz. What better place to
have your holiday dance,
dinner or association meet
ing. If we Iose our jazz
clubs or other businesses
by the wayside, WE LL
ONLY
HAVE
OUR
SELVES TO BLAME. It’s
our responsibility, and now
our official JAZZ JAMM
MANDATE to support onr
jazz chibs and to continue
"KEEPING JAZZ ALIVE."
Did Yon Know? Jazz
Musician Pseudonyms (Excerpt
from
ejazzlines.com)
"The reason behind the
deception appears to be rel
atively simple. When an
artist is under exclusive
contract wife a particular
label, bat wishes to record a
session for another label
either as a leader or as a
sideman, he must first be
granted a release from the
label for which he is under
contract. There may be
other reasons as well, such
as an artist may simply
wish to remain anonymous
for personal reasons." Here
are a few: Cannonball
Adderley - Buckshot La
Funke, Art Fanner - Kunst
Bauer, Jackie McLean Ferris Bender, Stan Kenton
— Ken Stanton, Shelly
Mann - Manny Shell, Phil
Woods — Phil Forest, Jon
Fadis — Gabriel Armstrong,
Dizzy Gillespie - John
Birks, Nat King Cole Lord Calvert, Charlie
Parker - Charlie Qian.
UPCOMING
JAZZ
EVENTS: Happenings in
SL Petersburg: Fri., Dec 12,
The Stan Hunter Jazz Trio
at Peninsula Inn & Spa,
Gulfport
7 pan., Sun.,
Dec. 14, Ashwood’s Live
Jam Session at Club
Excalibur - 7 pm.
Happenings
in
Sarasota: Sponsor: The
Jazz Club of Sarasota (Bayfront
Community
Center) Fri., Dec. 12, Jazz
at Two: Len Wyatt Jazz
Group — 2 pan., Sat, Dec.
13, Jazz Jam w/Bob
Howland Jazz Quartet - 2
pan., Fri., Dec. 19, Jazz at
Two: Lenny Wilson Trio —
2 p.m. Sun., Dec. 21, Eric
Darius & Belinda Womack
at The Sarasota Opera
House ”8 p.m. For info on
all Sarasota Happenings:
(941) 366-1552.

The
Grapevine
by
"Daddy V"
William Vaughn
“The Chocolate
Nutcracker”-----I find it mystical and
appropriate at She same
time that SL Petersburg is
the host of the Chocolate
Nutcracker - so full of cul
ture, diversity and magic.
This show made me feel
proud to watch the young
people of Tampa Bay com
plement an American tradi
tion, “The Nutcracker.”
The Chocolate Nntcracker had everything a
ballet should on a profes
sional level. Most of the
cast consisted of St. Peters
burg residents, onr youth
(yes! African Americans).
From months of audi
tions, transportation prob
lems, carpooling, mothers
hustling from job to re
hearsal, taking part this
year with the children and a
little praying, too, on open
ing night, they were ready.
Great job, and we at The
Weekly Challenger salute
you all. The bottom line is
that, no matter what, it was
a success. Hats off to ail!
Over 250 years ago in
the Saxony region of Ger
many, the history of wood
en nutcrackers appears in
Bohemian and Polish folk
tales. Most dictionaries ref
erence the word “nutcrack
er” as two species of a bird
in the crow family.
The tale, “The Nut
cracker,” has been revised
over the centuries, even by
a famous Russian, Ivan Alexandroviteh Vsevolojsky
(remember St. Petersburg,
Russia). The story of the
“Nutcracker” ballet, writ
ten by Deborah Hautzig,
has again been revised with
an ethnic flavor. “The
Chocolate
Nutcracker”
started in Washington, D.C.
(aica. chocolate city). It is
now in major cities - New
York,
Chicago,
Los
Angeles and SL Petersburg.
This ballet is on the
rise, and it is rumored that
a national tour may be in
the works. I really would
like to suggest that each
city develop their city’s
own show, lt would do a lot
of good in every communi
ty, with the parents being
involved with the children team work (outside of the
sports forum), which is a
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little over-rated in our hood
anyway!
“The Chocolate Nut
cracker” opened Friday,
Dec. 5, and will run
through Dec. 8.
Act one opened with a
scene from the 1950s Har
lem, N.Y. Young Claire
Stevens and her family
welcome beloved friends
and relatives into their
home for their annual
Christmas party. Uncle
Earnest, her favorite, pres
ents her with a special gift a chocolate nutcracker.
Claire goes to sleep
that night only to dream.
Her journey is beckoned by
the Dream Princess to trav
el lie work! with her on
starlight. Terrified, Claire
drops the chocolate nutcracker into a sea of ser
pents
Suddenly, the choco
late nutcracker reappears
and is transformed into a
handsome prince. The
three travel to third world
countries - Africa, Egypt,
Cuba ard Brazil - through
the second act as the many
beautiful' dance scenes ballet, jazz, break dancing
and hip-hop - unfold.
Excitement,
colors,
lights and mystery take you
to a place of happiness and
joy. I encourage the aits in
oar community. This ballet
only happens once a year.
It is a Christmas story you
hope to see next year.
We need more positive
events like mis for the
enrichment in theater for
our own entertainment. I
was once told lhat ballets,
plays and entertainment are
only mirrors of how we
view ourselves in real life.
This ballet says a lot about
the things that the urban
community in Tampa Bay
has to offer.
We thank you, Ms. A
(the organizer) for putting
Oris event together and
briny a part of our hood.
You heard it!

At right: Photographs of
the exquisite event taken
by Rassi.

Need help starting or
managing a business?
Let the St Petersburg Business Development Center assist yon!
The Business Development Center offersfree business
counseling, technical assistance, and training to evolring
and existing small businesses, and non-profit organizations
involved in developing neighborhood-based businesses.
Oar sen’ices include:
•Business mfonnation and reseanL
♦Business planning and loaa counseling
•Bjyqpraieariai training
•Business loan resources
•Gkwensneal contract assistance

Visit us at 1045 16th Street South, Si. Petersburg

orUww .sipete.org; or call 727-893-7146 fcr an
appointment or more information
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Jot Ebony Harvey the Corporate Tax Credit Scholarship
Program gave her daughter Darrielie something she thought
SSe could only dream of...a future.

S8R

■b

V
88

©

Failing in her old school. Darrielie’s Corporate Tax
Credit Scholarship gaye Ebony the chance to find
a new school...a positiVe learning emdronment
where Darrielie could reach her full potential.
Today, Darrielie’s report card boasts A’s and B’s
and she’s scored well on her standardized
tests. She’s even been named captain of her
school's step team,
ifitg
The Corporate Tax Credit Scholarship
Program has given Darrielie - and more than
13,000 Florida students like her - a chance to
“Step Up” toward a better future.
To find out more, visit
www.stepupforstudents.com

41

Darrielie’s stepped up on her grades,
stepped up on her attitude.
She’s even stepped up at home.”
- Ebony Harvey .
Tampa, Florida

Sponsored by

baeo

BIack Alliance for Educational Options

—"•

'■■■Ty
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RELIGIOUS NEWS
Mt. Zion A.M.E. Church Zion Hill Mortuary, Inc.
Hark the herald angels
sing. Glory to the newborn
king!

revived.
Upcoming events:
• The Drama Dept. is in
full gear preparing for this
year’s Christmas play. Come
out and enjoy great talent of
all ages as the stars shine. The
play will be held at Katherine
Hickman Theatre, Gulfport,
located at 5501 - 27th Ave. S.,
at 2 p.m. Bring the family out
for an unforgettable after
noon.
• Make plans to join us
for our Christmas Eve
Candlelight Service on Dec.
24 at 6 p.m. Join us as we pre
pare for “Jesus’s birth.” The
best present for Christmas is
His presence!
• Watch Night Service on
Dec. 31 at 10 p.m. As we
draw near to the end of a year,
we want to give thanks for all
God has done. Let’s come
together and bring the new
year in praising the most high
God, for He’s worth of all our
praise!
We’d love to have you at
anytime.
Thought for the week:

The Mt. Zion Church
family cordially invites all to
fellowship with us as we
embrace this special yuletide
season, let us hold fast to the
truth of Christinas. That is,
“Jesus is the reason for the

season.” Your presence would
enrich our worship service,
and our doors are always
open to any of our weekly
services.
Our early morning ser
vice begins at 7:30 a.m. with
the Praise Team setting the
tone for worship. The
Inspirational Chorus will ren
der song service throughout
the day.
Church School com
mences at 9:30 a.m. Join us as
we grow in the Word together.
A second service is held
at 11 a.m. The power of the
Holy Spirit will take us to
new heights of worship.
Pastor Williams will proclaim
the Word of God with power.
If you’re seeking a church
home, we welcome you to our
church where the love of God
is present.
Other weekly ministries
include:
Monday - Bible Study, 6
p.m.
Wednesday
Early
morning prayer, 6:30 a.m.;
Vintage Bible Study, 11 a.m.;:
Men's Bible Study, 6 p.m.;
Hour of Power, 7 p.m. If
you’re in need of a mid-week
lift, join us for a powerpacked hour. Your heart will
be encouraged and your spirit

“Little sin can add up to big

trouble.”

/

Be blessed, and have a
Jesus-filled week!

The management and
staff of Zion Hill Mortuary
cordially invite the St.
Petersburg and Bay area com
munities to share in our 6th
Annual
Candlelight
Memorial Service and recep
tion. This service is held in
honor of the memory of your
deceased loved ones.

This service will take
place Sunday, Dec. 14,; at 4
p.m. at Mt. Olive Missionary
Baptist Church, 13207 128th St. N., Largo, where
Rev. Willie McDaniels is pas
tor.
If you have questions,
please call Zion Hill Mor
tuary at (727) 328-0466.

EmmanuelThe Lord is yet bless
ing us in his word at
Emmanuel. We invite each
of you to worship with us
at 3501 -37th St. South,
you are always welcome,
and we are yet in prayer for
the great things that are yet
to come in Christ Jesus.
Our prayers are with
Minister Rebecca Evans,

for a speedy recovery, Sis
Gloria Daniels. We are yet
accepting your donations
toward our building fund.
You may mail them to:
P.O. Box 15993, St. Pete.
Fl. 33733
Remember Jesus is
soon to come. Let's Be
Ready!!!

Forget not the
Lord and His
many blessings!

PRAYER
HELPS

Mt. Zion Progressive
Cub
Scout
Parent
Breakfast and Registration, 8
a.m. - 10 a.m. on Dec. 20.
Anyone wanting to volunteer
and have fun, come out to
MZPMBC. Please meet with
us in the fellowship hall.
Lakewood Junior Spartan
Awards Night, Dec. 12 at 6:30
p.m. Awards will be given to
cheerleaders and football
players in our community.
Mt. Zion will be having
its annual Christmas Program
Dec. 21 at 5 p.m. - 7 p.m. All
are cordially invited to come
worship with us. Bring the
family and a friend.
Calling all experienced
Drummers! 11 We need you for
two
big
performances;
Sunday, Jan. 18 and Monday,
Jan. 19. Please call Everard
Harris at (727) 866-1034 for
details.
Mt.
Zion’s
Youth
Ministry needs volunteers for
Wednesday Nights, please
call Bro. Troy Gidron at (727)
864-3550 for further details.
Calling all RN'S, CNA'S
and LPN's. The Wellness
Ministry is organizing the
component of the Nurses
Guild to their Ministry. Please
contact
Sister
Carolyn
Swanson at (727) 825-6692 or
fill out a form located in the
Church foyer.
Mt. Zion Before & After
School Care Program for ages
5-13, is also accepting applica
tions, We offer pick up & drop

off to school each morning &
afternoon, early pick up on
half days, and all day care
most school holidays. For
before and aftercare rates, call
Jan Smith, Monday - Friday, 9
a.m. - 5 p.m. at (727) 8944311, ext. 402.
The
Reading
Enhancement Program applications for children/students that are interested in the
program are being accepted.
Teachers and volunteers are
needed to assist in areas such
as monitoring, preparing for
FCAT one-on-one teaching,
picking up supplies and
kitchen help. Classes meet
every Tuesday and Thursday
for ages 8-13 from 6 p.m. - 8
p.m. in the Kings Kids
Building.
Updated Pickup Info:
The church van will be happy
to give you a ride. We pick up
Sunday through Thursday.
Please try to notify us one day
in advance. For regular pick
up please leave a message
with the church office at (727)
894-4311 ext. 801. For emer
gency pick up ONLY, call
Coa-Coa Rivers at (727) 5500396, or Brother Peter Smith
at (727) 895-9261. WE ARE
IN NEED OF VAN DRI
VERS.
In Observance of the
Christmas Holidays, the
administrative offices will be
closed Dec. 24-Jan. 2.

GOD ANSWERS KNEE MAIL

Bethel A.M.E. ChurchCelebrates the Holiday
Season-------------------------Historical Bethel A.M.E.
Church, located at 912 Third
Ave. N., under the leadership
of the Rev. Roosevelt Hardy,
is preparing to celebrate its
holiday season. Since Nov. 30
during morning worship serv
ice, the Christian Education
department has presented the
Advent Story to the congrega
tion. Members of the internal
church departments partici
pate by lighting the respective
Advent candle as, well as the
corresponding scripture.
In addition to the Advent
service,
the
Music
Department, under the direc
tion of Maurice Jackson,
Minister of Music, will host a
Christmas Holiday Musical
entitled: "Hallelujah, Praise
the Lord." This event will be
held on Sunday, Dec. 14,
beginning at 5 p.m. The holi
day musical will feature visit
ing musicians, vocalists,
hymns, and songs celebrating
the birth of our Lord and
Savior, Jesus Christ. Please
plan to attend this magnificent
holiday extravaganza.
On Sunday, Dec. 21 at 9
a..m, during Church School
hour, the Youth Church
Ministry will present their
annual Christmas program,
entitled "If I Had Been
There." This Christmas pro
gram will feature recitations,
songs and scriptural readings,
as well as, a special presenta
tion by the Liturgical Dance
Group under the direction of

Jackie Jackson.
Members of Bethel have
carved a motto stating that,
"We are busy as bees and
sweet as honey." In keeping
with our theme, we invite you
to attend the following min
istries on a weekly and
monthly basis:
• 8 a.m. each Sunday
morning- Feeding Ministry
and Bible Study
• 9 a.m. - Church School
• 10:30 a.m. - Morning
Worship Service
• 5:30-7 p.m. - Monday
& Wednesday- Youth Church
Ministry
• 7 p.m. - Tuesday
evening- Bible Study
• 6 p.m. and 7 p.m. Wednesday Music Ministry
• Transportation and
Homeless Ministries
For additional informa
tion on the ministries and
church activities, please con-;
tact the Church Secretary at
(727) 822-2089, MondayFriday 9 a.m. - 4 p.m.
"God is good, His good
ness endureth throughout all
generations..."

Bethel A.M.E Church,
Young People’s Division of
the Mary Anne Jones
Women’s
Missionary
Society, invites you to attend
"Night
of
Praise
Celebration."
Join us in an evening of
Liturgical praise on Dec. 18
at 6 p.m.

EMIillUMZRHlNDtWl
Greater Light AME Zion Church
1400 9th Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33705
(727) 823-3611
Tuesday............................................... Bible Study 7 p.m.
Friday.................................. Evangelistic Service 7 p.m.

Sunday School - 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship - 11 a.m.
Pastor Dr. Henry Jones

GRACE FELLOWSHIP CENTER
4240 Central Avenue • St. Petersburg, FL 33711 • (813) 328-9412
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GRACE

FELLOWSHIP
CENTRAL

Except God build the
house they labor in
vain that build it.

O
W

service
Sunday School

S

9:30-10:30

H
I
P

Morning Worship 10:30

Evening Worship 6:30

Wed. - Pray 7:00

NEW HOPE MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH

PERFECT POSITION TO PRAY!

(727) 896-5228

Bible Holiness Church of God in Christ
419 - 5th Street S., St. Petersburg, FL 33701
Phone: 898-3838

Bible Study 7:30

Phone
(813) 328-9412

NURSERY AND
CHILDREN’S
CHURCH
AVAILABLE

Pastor Leonard Wilson • Phone: 536-1890

nmanuel Christian Fellowship Inc.
350137th. St. So. • St. Pete, FL 33711
Church: 867-4144
or: Elder Franklin Evans

The members would like to invite
you and your family to worship with
us. Our services are:
Tuesday Morning Prayer 9:00am
Weds.-Family Worship 7:00pm
Sunday School
10:00am
Sunday Morning Worship 11:15am
Sunday Evening Worship 7:00pm

9:30 a.m.

11:15 a.m.

; Study (Monday)

7:00 p.m.

h Bible Study (Tuesday)

6:30 p.m.

er (Wednesday)

6:30 p.m.

I Woman After
Spiritualty Connected
(Jod’s
Cadfor ‘Prayers &
Ozondteart...
‘Testimonies

Pastor: Elder B.O. Walker

Queen Street
Church Ot God In Christ
1732 9th Avenue Scuth
St. Petersburg, FlOrida 33712
(727) 896-4356

8:00 A.M. - Sunday Service
9:30 A.M. - Sunday School
11:00 A.M. - Morning Service

9:00 A.M. - Tuesday Prayer
7:00 P.M. - Tuesday Bible Study
7:30 P.M. - Thursday Pastoral
Teaching

YPWW First and Third Sunday of
Each Month after Morning Service

New
CoVenant
Baptist
Church
3850 Pompano Drive SE,
Coquina Key

Bible Study.... ................... .........7pm

Rev. Carlos Senior
Pastor
Join us as we lift up the name ofJesus

Good Samaritan
Baptist Church
1820 - 18th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, Florida 33712
Ph: (727)821-3265

St. Petersburg, FL 33705

Ph: 865r9636

Pastor,
Joseph Bobby Reid
Prayer/Praise Sendee

7:30 p.m. Wednesday
Bible Study

[The Rev. Larry Williams,.
Pastor

'The congregation would like to invite you and your
family to worshipwith us. Come as you arel

8:00 p.m. Wednesday
Sunday School

Sunday Service-.................................................. 8:45 A.M.

Wednesday Bible Study .............. .............

•

7:00 P.M.

9:00 a.m.
Sunday Worship

‘“The Church of Love, Healing ayd ftefttoratioq”

10:00 a.m.

er (Tues. & Thurs.) 11 a.m.-12 p.m.
er(Sat.)

Church School............................ 9am .
Praise & Worship Service....10:30am

Tuesday Services:
Prayer Service...... .................6:30pm

’astor: Sis. Rebecca L. Evans
ring Worship

Sunday Services:

Ordained Missionary
Johnnie Wtae Udouiard
Cad: 727 895-5239

Elder A.P. Cottage, Pastor

lay School

2120 - l9th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712

Ps. 127:1
CENTER

GRACE

WHEN LIFE KNOCKS YOU TO YOUR KNEES, YOU’RE IN THE

6:00 a.m.

Are W«wn<?”’ “Bring A Friend’’

Moore’s Chapel
AME Church
Rev. James T. Blount • Pastor
Sunday Worship - 8:00 and 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School (all ages) - 9:30a.m.

Noon Day Prayer/Bible Study - Wednesday -12:00 p.m.

Bible Study - Wednesday - 7:00 p.m.
3037 - Fairfield Avenue south
St. Petersburg, Florida 33712

(727) 321-3545
“Where The Word Is Changing Lives”

Greater Mt. Zion
African Methodist
Episcopal Church
919 - 20th Street S., St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Early Morning Worship 7:30 a.m.
Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship 11:00 a.m.
All Male Bible Study Weds. 6:30 p.m.
Rev. Clarence Williams,
Prayer Meeting Wednesday 7:30 p.m.
Pastor
Bible Study Monday 6:00 p.m.
Vintage Bible Study Wednesday 11:00 a.m. -12 noon
Live Broadcast WRXB (Every Sunday 8:30 a.m.)
Tape Ministry • Bus Ministry

Need a tape of a service or transportation - Dial 894-1393
("The church with a heart in the heart of the city")

ST. MARK MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH

1301 - 37th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL
Schedule of Services
Church School........................... 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship ........................ 11 a.m.
Baptist Training Union.................... 5 p.m.
Evening Worship ...................... 6:30 p.m.
Prayer Meeting
Thursday........................................... 7 p.m.

Rev. Brian K. Brown

“One weehifrom church makes one weak.”

PEUGJOU^JEW^ontinues

Moore's Chapel A.M.E
We are into the Advent

Choir, under the direction of

Season. The word Advent

Minister of Music - Michael

Brother Lucias Bryant, Sister

means "coming" or "arrival."

Melvin, provided the musical

Alicia

The focus of the entire season

stimulus, which enhanced the

Christopher

is die celebration of the birth

worship

pants were Brother Mallory,

Travelers* Rest Missionary
Baptist Church

Brother

Waddell,

Welcome to Travelers'

are reminded of leacher's

p.m. Prayer of Intercessory

and

Rest, the church where Christ

meeting on Saturday, Dec. 13

(all Ministry

Holy

Michael Melvin. It was a

of Jesus the Christ in his First

is the center of attraction and

at 10 a.m. Interested persons

Leaders)

Communion was served at

wonderful way to end the

Advent, and the anticipation

the Word of God is preached.

are welcomed and encouraged

both services.

week.

of Die return of Christ the

The

King in his Second Advent.

Pastor James T. Blount,

Officers and

Members of

Chapel

Moore's

African

services.

Men's

Day

Fellowship/Educational Hall

Grant,

Williams,

will be Sunday- Dec. 21 at 4

Lucius Bryant & Issac Grant,

p.m. All friends of Ifae com

Mallory

Breakfast- Saturday, Dec. 6 at

during

this

the

a

Prayer

beautiful

James

T.

Sanderlin\

Advent Season. Our doors

Center. It was the Kick-Off to

always swing wide on die

the beginning of the Men's

hinges of "Christian Love and

Day

Fellowship.”

Celebration, which will cnl-

Oar

worship

services

Breaking

Chair, along with Thomas

cordially invite you to wor
as

Ground

Ceremony

had

wilb

"Greetings, you who are

The

Committee, Edgar White, Sr.

Methodist Episcopal Church

ship

Ervin

Activities

for

die

nrinate-Fefo. 22.

for

new

our

munity are invited to attend.

Dates to Remember:
Day

Noon

Bible Study- Wednesday7pjn.

Sister Teresa Hall- For our

of the

Families,

church.

The spirit was very high

WMS

Meeting-

transportation

For

Church School, Bible Study

Dorsey- Mount Zion A.M.E.-

or Worship Services, contact

Fonr our Community

Sis. Bridget Keeley at (727)

and

and members and visitors

Sister Maggie Jordan- Queeb

321-9273 OR Bro.

were given the word from the

Street C.O.G.I.C.- For onr

Frank Bryant (727) 894-6067.

Lord by Pastor Blount at both

Armed Forces.

services.

The Inspirational

School

and Nursing Home Visitation)

looking for a cburch home we

Because My Stewardship is

Christ,

where classes are available for

7 pan. Konsonant Choir

invite you to joyfully fellow

Enlightened" to be held on

Consistent, Tithing-Giving-

Rehearsal with Mrs. Barbara

ship and become a part of

Saturday Dec. 13 from 9 a.m.

Pledging. The moderator for

Davis, musician

God's family.

until 1 p.m. This day will be

the round lable is Pastor A.

8 a.m. Contemporary;

are:

9:30 a.m.
ages

Sunday

and

11

a.m.

Traditional Worship.

Fri., Dec. 12:

Willie

Other program partici-

Brighter

Anthony Robinson.
will be served.

Praise Team Rehearsal

and information concerning

Sat., Dec. 13:

10 a.m.

worship services, please con

No age will be left out of flris

School

Teachers'

and Family Fun on Sunday,

p.m. Youth Department Choir
Rehearsal and Bible Study

Organi

Wed., Dec. 17:

sots

who

the LORD!

7-7:30

provide

will

zation of Trinity and its con

Christmas gifts for children of

gregation in conjunction with

prisoners.

Presbyterian

Presbyterian

Church.

The

president of the Women's
Ward-Williams.

Angel Tree

from Dec. 21 through Dec. 23

gifts. The gifts were pur

by members of Trinity's Men's

Men's

chased by individual families

Organization.

Michael Clarke. The Rev.

purchased 42

and committees of the church

for

Coordinators

Use

president

of die

is

Organization

the

Myron Miller is the interim

Angel Tree Ministries are

Pastor at Trinity. Trinity is

Barbara Jefferson and Gladys

located at 2830 - 22rd Avenue

working with Angel Tree

Cummings. Betty Simpson is

So.

Ministries who ask for spon-

the

es.
The churches are net

Dear Father, You Have
Given So Much; Give
One Thing More - A
Grateful Heart.

Organization is Jacqueline

Gifts will be delivered

Church

Lunch

tact us at (727) 822-4869.

Trinity Presbyterian Church
Gives Back---------- -------------------Women'

and

Have a blessed week in

5:30

Mon., Dec. 15:

Dec. 21.

The

Persistent

a day of enjoyment for chil

ministry leaders are requested

Sunday School teachers

In Christ, Winning People to

transportation

to donate poinsettia to adorn

First

GOD BLESS
AMERICA

Needing

6 p.m.

is

dren, young adults and adults.

to

Phyliss

Sister

depth study of the Scriptures

"Christmas

support our Fellowship, Food

Saturday- Dec. 13 — 10 a.m.

ministries

such subjects as: Young and

you are new to the area and

Fannie

Williams

at 9:30 a.m. and from there

join the round table covering

Sunday

wise. Prayers were offered by

Breakfast will be served

C.M.E.

South presents an Epiphany

Meeting

good and the menu was like

Memorial

Church, 1830 Walton Street

Members are also asked to

Church School is 9:15 a.m.

Isom

We extend an invitation

the pulpit for the holidays.

We continue to encourage our

Browne)

exciting activity.

to all to fellowship with ns. If

Sons of Allen Meeting-

Pierce/

Department

Lay

"Touch Group” of Stewart-

11 ajn.

Saturday- Dec. 13 at 9:00 a.m.

Daisy

The

7:30 - 8:30 p.m. Bible
Study. (Teacher, Pastor D. F.

Mid-Day Bible Ministry (In-

Order of worship services

Thur., Dec. II:

Church family and all

The attendance was very

various

Weekly Activites:

with you " (Luke 1:28 NTV)

Wednesday

begin at 7:45 a.m & 11 a.m.

members to participate in ibe

The Lord is

highly favored!

all

Prayer-

to study tiie lessons together.

Christmas is Brighter
Because My
Stewardship Is
Enlightened-----

coordinator

for

WHEN LIFE KNOCKS YOU TO
YOUR KNEES, YOU’RE

IN THE PERFECT
POSITION TO PRAY!

First

CHURCH DIRECTORY
Christ Gospel Church
2512 22nd Ave. S.
St. Pete, FL 33712
127-0997
Rev. P.D.H. Leonard
Pastor

Greater 8t. Paul
Missionary Saptist Church
532 33rd Street S. • St. Petersburg, FL

Q-Aflflm

CJimrtav 9rhnnl

Sunday bchool..................................... 9.JO a.m.
Morning Worship 11:00 a.m.

E

SUNDAY

I

Sunday School 10:00 a.m.
Morning Worship 11:45 a.m.
Evening Worship 7:30 p.m.
TUESDAY

Bible Study 7:30 p.m.
FRIDAY

|

Evangelical Service 7:30 p.m.

Rev. Clyde Williams

PRAYER TIMES

'

Wi-T^i^r

6

Friendship

Meeting & Teachers Meeting
We welcome you at all times.

__________ ____

Sundays 7:45 a.m.
If you would //fce to come to church and do not have a way, call
327-0337.

c
,
Sunday School 9:30 AM
Tuesday
7 PM Youth Church Enrichment

Wednesday

Noonday Bible Study and

Pastor Ronald Fluker
and wife, Shana

Sunday Night Worship.......... ............................... .7:00 p.m.
Wednesday Prayer/Bible Study---------------------------7:00p.m.

A Cooperative Southern Baptist, Multi-Cultural

Church, Everyone Welcome!

Pentecostal Tcnjplc Church of God ip Christ
2230 - 22nd Street S., SL Petersburg, FL 33712
(727) 894-6764 • (727) 550-0388
EIder WiiIiam E. Anderson, Pastor
Morning Glory
Sunday
9:30 a.m.
10:00 a.m.
Sunday School
Morning Worship
11:30 a.m.
7:30 p.m.
Community Bible Study Tuesday
Prayer & BibIe Study
Wednesday
7:30 p.m.
lntercessory Prayer
Saturday
5:45 a.m.
“fA. church working togetherfor the up6ui[ding of tfod’s kingdom”

FIRST

Baptist

INSTITUTIONAL

Church

3(44

Third Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL,
Phone: 323-7518

John A. Evans

Sunday Night Disciple Training----- ----------- ,6;(X) pjn.

Sunday Morning Bible Class................... 9:00 a.m.
Sunday Morning Worship ... ................ 10:30 a.m.
Ladies Bible Class Monday............................. 7:00p.m.

Wednesday Evening Bible Class ... .7:00 p.m.

Church School .................. 9:00 A.M.
New Member doss............ 9:00 A.M
Morning Warship....................... 10:30A.M
Royer / Bible Study . Tuesday 7:00 PM
Youth Bible Study .. TTiursdoy 6:00 PM.

Sunday Worship_______________________________ 11:00a.m.

bt. ™lse» rb
Home. 896 8006

I

■^RfalRRi
BK
—SRjHRI
Bro. Robert Smith

7 PM Prayer and Bible Study

912 Third Avenue North
St. Petersburg, FL 33705
Phone: 727-822-2089

Sunday School------- ------------------------------ -—9:30 ajn.

r»

VIS

Sunday Evening Worship ______ _ —5:00 p.in.
Monday Evening Bible Class .......7:00 p.m.

But Sweet As Honey"

Minister In Training

n->n ->n i

820 20th Street

I

Bread of Life

"We’re Busy as Bees -

727-894-5315 • Fax: 727-894-5315

Christ

.

Pastor John A. Evans

Bethel African Methodist Episcopal
Church

The Church Where Everyone is Welcome

4100 Dr. Martin Luther King
Street South
St Petersburg, FL 33705

.

3300 - 31st Street South
at. Petersburg
reiersourg, FL
rL, 33712
/ iz
sjhhh
(727) 906-8300
l^s^ROsHiR

Tuesdays, Fridays & Sundays - half an hour before
service.
Mondays & Thursdays. 7:30 p.m,
Friday nights at midnight.
RADIO BROADCAST

Church Of HHL . j^I

Missionary Baptist

Rantist Training Uninn 5 nm.
Tuesday Night
General Bible Study
Thursriav Ninht Pravpr
.. ..
_ T
®
.a «

20th Street

i

Traveler’s Rest

Rev. Wayne G. Thompson, Pastor

MISSIONARY Baptist
Church

Sunday School - 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship - 11:00 a.m.

2183 - 22nd Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Church Phone: 822-4869
Residence: 824-6021

Come Worship With
the

First Baptist Family

F. Browne

Bethel Metropolitan
Baptist Church

"WE ARE THE CHURCH WHERE CHRISTIS THE CENTER OF ATTRACTION"

3455 26th Avenue South

^^[Li-LLOnaTlj

SL Petersburg, FL 33711

Telephone (727) 327-0554 • Fax (727) 327-0240
F-maii- hdunrfi5@tainpatoayjn-.cCTn

Morning Worship: 8:00 and 11:00 A.M.
Sunday School - 9:30 A M.

Wednesday: Prayer MeetinglBible Study/

AWANA -7:00 P.M

"Church of The Open Door Centennial Celebration"

1903

"100 Years of God’s Favor

2003

955 - 20th Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Phone: 894-4311
www.mzprogressive.org

Sunday School: 9:00 a.m.
Worship Service: 8:00 a.m. • 10:00 a.m.
Wednesday, Prayer Meeting: 7:00-8:00 p.m.
Wednesday, Bible Study: 8:00-9:00 p.m.
(Adult and Youth)

Pastor Louis M.
Murphy, Sr.
if
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New Hope Missionary
Lake Maggiore
Baptist Church------------- Baptist Church"Christians
Becoming
Better Not Bitter"
Come one, Come all and
join
the
New
Hope
Missionary Baptist Church
Family for a spirit filled wor
ship service. Sunday school
starts at 9 a.m. with Sister
Brenda Adams in charge.
Parents bring your children
and yourselves to learn more
about the God we serve. A
spirit filled devotion begins at
10:15 a.m. with the Deacons
of New Hope in charge. The
Mass Choir with Minister of
Music Tony Young, assisted
by
Brother
Vernard
McKinney will lead song
service. Sister Bobbie Tampa
is the choir directress. Our

own the Reverend Carlos L.
Senior will serve the Bread of
Life. Come join us, Let’s
Praise the Lord together!
Weekly Events:
Prayer
Meeting/Bible
Study Tuesday 6:30 p.m.
Prayer Band Thursday 11
a.m.
Youth Choir Rehearsal
Thursday 6 p.m.
Mass Choir Rehearsal
Thursday 7:30 p.m.
Upcoming Events:
Christmas Program
Sunday, Dec. 21 at 10:30
a.m.
Watch Night Service
Wednesday, Dec. 31 at 9
p.m.

The Queen Street
Church Of God In
Christ---------- -----------------The 3rd annual Family
and Friends Day will be held
Sunday, Dec. 14 at 11 a.m.
service. We cordially invite
everyone to come and cele
brate this time of fellowship

and togetherness during this
holiday season. There will be
dinner served after the morn
ing service. Please come and
enjoy a glorious time in the
Lord.

The mission of the Lake
Maggiore Baptist Church is to
be a covenant fellowship:
Worshipping God, Equipping
the Believers, Evangelizing
the Lost, Ministering
effectively. Matthew 28:19-20
We have a Community
Food Pantry and clothes clos
et that is a Ministry of PRAY
sponsored by Lake Maggiore
Baptist
and
Southside
Tabernacle Baptist Church.
Upcoming
Ministries:
ICE Team meets the last three
Mondays of each month at

Friendship Missionary Baptist Church
“Therefore, the Lord
himself shall give you a
sign. Behold a virgin shall
conceive and bear a son
and shall call His name Imman-el.” (Isaiah 7:14)
Pastor John A. Evans,
Sr., the official church staff
and the entire Friendship
Missionary Baptist Church
family invite you to join us
for worship service this
Sunday and to all churchrelated activities and events
during the week.
Services begin at 7:45
a.m. Devotion is led by the
Deacon Ministry, the Male
Chorus will sing songs of
praise, the #2 Ushers will
greet you and Pastor Evans
will preach the divine Word
of God.
Church School com
mences at 9:30 a.m. with
the superintendent in
charge.
A second service is
held at 10:45 a.m. opening
with Minister of Music
John Frazier and the Praise
Team.
The
Brotherhoodl
Men’s Ministry is now tak
ing donations in prepara-

7:30 p.m. in Fellowship Hall,
this is a door to door outreach
Ministry.
Dec.
12
Family
Christmas Dinner at 7 p.m.
Dec. 21 - Christmas
Cantata at 11 a.m. Service
Dec. 24 - Vesper Service
at 7 p.m.
Dec. 31 - New Year's Eve
Service at 10 p.m.
Jan. 18 - Trial Sermon for
John A. Evans at 11 a.m.
Service

Freedom Winter Camp
2002—-----------------------Sponsored by New
Philadelphia Community
Services, Inc., Freedom
Winter Camp 2002 will
take place Dec. 23, 2002Jan. 3, 2004 from 8 a.m. to
5:30 p.m.
For children ages 6-12,
this camp will feature
Bible Study, black history,
kickball, volleyball, jump
rope, Uno, Scrabble, Twis-

ter, dominoes and many
other activities.
The camp will be held
at the James B. Sanderlin
Family Center, 2235
22nd Ave. S., St. Peters
burg.
For further informa
tion, contact Barbara Bol
den, Christian Education
chair-minister, at (727)
822-7258.

The Family That Prays
Together Stays Together

tion for our annual Christ
mas Toy Ministry. For
additional
information,
please see Brother Nelms,
Deacon Wesley or Brother
Crum. The toy boxes and
sign-up sheets are in the
atrium. Our support is im
portant for this ministry to
be successful again this
year, as well as the Angel
Tree. Rushon Gillette is
county coordinator, and
Lillie Jackson is church
coordinator.
Schedule of events:
Tuesday, Dec. 16 - 7
p.m., Youth Church Enrich
ment and all Youth Min
istries. Please plan to
attend.
Wednesday, Dec. 17 Noonday Bible Study’ 12-2
p.m., Bread of Life Min
istry serving lunch to all
needy in the community; 7
p.m., Prayer Service,
Praise Team, proclamation
- Bible Study.
Annual State of the
Church recognition ban
quet: Dec. 20 at 6 p.m.,
sponsored by the Women’s
Ministry and the Ministers’
Wives of the “Ship.” This

Forget not the Lord and
HiS many bleSSingS!

The Rock of Jesus Missionary Baptist Church

JeSUS Saves

"A New Beginning ln Christ*

All Worship Services are held at:

Covenant Presbyterian Church

Earth Mission Miracle Temple Of Deliverance

4201 Sixth Street South ♦ St. Petersburg, Florida

The Church Where The Anointing Makes
The Difference"

Mrjtltttg Address: P.O, Box 14542 • Si, Petersburg, Ft, 33733-4542

Phone: 727.895.7700
Scheduled Serviees

Sunday Morning Worship
10 a.m.
Church school & Prayer
9 a.m.
Weekly Bible Study Tuesdays 7 p.m.
Ministerial Class Thursdays 6 p.m.

Sunday

Church Education Assembly (Church School) - 8:45 a.m.

Prayer Time ~ 9:30 a.m.

Praise' &. Worship - 9:45 a,m.
Cultural Arts Programs After School

Worship Service “ ’10:00 a.m.

Communion - Every Hirst Sunday Bible Study - Tuesday at 7:00 p.m.

Mon., Wed., Friday - 6:00pm - 8:00pm;
Free Registration

Rev. Frank W. Peterman,

For more informalioh, contact
Deborah R. Green, Executive Director/
at: (727) 821-9472

Pastor

Rev. Peggy M. Peterman
Assistant Pastor

Gtt (fd.tiot the iolid "^.och.

ateuut — <M othei tpuMttd

Bethel Metropolitan Baptist

Church invites you to join us
on Sunday for our 8 and 11

Sunday School at 9:30 a.m.;

Wednesday evening at 6:30
p.m. for Prayer Service, and 7
p.m. for Bible study. The # 2
Ushers, Youth and Angelic

Choirs will serve.
The Missionary Society
of Bethel will observe their
"Evening in White" on
Sunday, Dec. 14 at 6 p.m. The
Reverend Frank Peterman Jr.
Pastor of Rock of Jesus
Missionary Baptist Church
will bring the message. We
extend to you an invitation to
share with us in this reverent
service of praise.
Bethel Metropolitan is a
friendly family in Christ striv
ing to give a positive Christian
witness for 100 years. Our
doors are always open to
those who desire to be travel
ers of this Christian journey.

a.m. Worship Services, and

Bethel Metropolitan
Baptist----------------- —
Bethel
Metropolitan
Baptist Church invites you to
join us on Sunday for our 8
and
11
a.m.
Worship
Services, and Sunday School
at 9:30 a.m.; Wednesday
evening at 6:30 p.m. for
Prayer Service, and 7 p.m. for
Bible study. The # 2 Ushers,
Youth and Angelic Choirs
will serve.
The Missionary Society
of Bethel will observe their
"Evening in White" on
Sunday, Dec. 14 at 6 p.m. The

Reverend Frank Peterman Jr.
Pastor of Rock of Jesus
Missionary Baptist Church
will bring the message. We
extend to you an invitation to
share with us in this reverent
service of praise.
Bethel Metropolitan is a
friendly family in Christ striv
ing to give a positive
Christian witness for 100
years. Our doors are always
open to those who desire to be
travelers of this Christian
journey.

Prayer is a tremendous
force. It can heal a
broken body...repair a
severed relationship...or
restore a joy that has
been lost

Bus ministry provided for all services • Your presence is welcomed

Trinity Presbyterian Churcli, USA

Unity Temple Of Truth
Church

:283O 22nd Avenue South • St. Petersburg, FL 33712
(727) 327-8560 or (727) 322-0810
9:00 AIM ............................... -Prayer Time
9:30 AM ........................... Sunday School

2611 5th. Ave. • St. Petersburg, FL
33711
Church Phone: (727) 323-3210
Pastor’s office: (727) 895-9591

complimentary banquet
will be held in the friend
ship Missionary Baptist
Church Fellowship Hall.
Applicants
wanted:
The Friendship Missionary
Baptist Church is accepting
resumes for an organist. If
you are interested or know
of someone, please contact
the church office at (727)
906-8300 or the Minister of
Music John Frazier at (727)
866-1172.
Let us continue to keep
all of our sick and shut-in
members lifted up in prayer
and love, as well as the
bereaved families.

2550 9th Avenue S. • St. Petersburg, FL
Early Morning Worship.............................................................. 7:00a.m.
Sunday School............................................................................... 9:30a.m.
Morning Worship.......... .............................
10:50 a.m.
Baptist Training Union................................................................4:30p.m.
Communion...................... ............... ......... 7:00 a.m. & 11:00 a.m.
Prayer Meeting & Bible Study
Wednesdays.......................................................................... 7:30 p.m.

11 Prescott Street South
SS^HS!

Sunday Morning Study ............10:00 AM
Morning Worship......................ll:00 AM

11:00 AM .......................................... Worship

12:30 PM After Service Fellowship

Wednesday - 6:30 PM Prayer and Bible Study

Rev. Emily Gillespie, Guest Minister
(The Church Of The Daily Word)

You are invited to share spiritual nurturing, preaching of the
Gospel and a Christian community for everyone.

Alt Nations Church of
God By Faith

Macedonia Freewill Baptist Church
M
Elder: Tony Smith

3000 - 4th Avenue S. • St.
Petersburg, FL
327-5926 • 327-2656

900 -I6th Avenue South • St. Petersburg, FIorida 3 3705
Office (727) 895-4900 • Fax (727) 895-4900
Pastor (727) 89-21 19

Sunday School. .....................
.9:30a.m.
Morning Worship.................................. 11 am.
Night Worship........................................ ? p.m
Tuesday Bible Class............ ............. . . 8 p.m. '
Friday Tory Service....... ................. .
8 p.m,
Saturday Sabbath School.......
tlon

Sunday Morning Service 8:00 a.m. • Sunday Mid-Morning I 1:00 a.m.
Wednesday Nite Prayer Meeting, Bible Stuy 7:00 p.m.

Communion is observed quarterly the first Sunday after every 5th Sunday.
The Church Where Everyone is Welcome

Rev. G. M. Curry

Galilee Missionary
Baptist Church
505 - 35th Street S. • St. Petersburg, FL • 327-3186
Morning Worship...................................................... 7:45a.m.
Sunday SchooI ............................................. 9:15 am.
Mid-Morning Worship......................................... 10:50a.m.
Baptist Training Union............................................ 5:00p.m.
Mid-Week Worship.............Wednesday 7:00 p.m.
BibIe Study/Prayer Service . .Thursday 7:30 p.m.
Comejoin us at the Church where everyone is ‘Welcome!

Rev. Earnest Jones,
Pastor

Rev. Johnnie Lee Williams, Pastor

10th Street Church Of God

w
■

207 - 10th Street North, St. Petersburg, FL
Sunday School.......... .. ........................................ 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship . . . ............................... . . .11:00 a.m.
Wednesday Night Prayer Meeting/,
Bible Study ...........................................................7:15 p.m.
Evening Worship (1st & 3rd Sunday).......... 6:00 p.m.

T

H

2051 - 9th Avenue South,
St, Petersburg, FL 33712
CIifford F. Cannedy, Sr., Pastor
(813) 822-2455

Church School....... ..9.30 a.m.

International Headquarters, Anderson, Indiana

jfeftr ^htIahelphta Cmnmitnttu Church

Wednesday Youth

Momlng Worship.. 11.00 a.m

RehearsaI................... 530 p.m

B.T.U......................... ...5:00 p.m.

Thursday Prayer & Church

Evening Worship,.

6 00 p m.

School Study.

N WE. \

Tuesday Evening

1st & 2nd Saturdays SR.

BibIe CIass.............. .7 30 p.m

Choir Rehearsal.. 11:00 a.m

P.O. Box 15935 • St. Petersburg, FL 33733

N

1500 N. Pennsylvania Avenue
CIearwater, Florida 33516
Church Phone: 443-1945 Ftrsonage: 446-6056
Sunday Services

ML-

8.00 a „
<Yrn
11 00 a m
R nnn'J'

Sunday Service ................. .......................................
Sunday School.................
Morning Worship ...............
Baptist Training Union .................
Weekly Services

'

H

Bible Class Monday, 7:00 p m
Prayer Meeting & Bible Study, Wednesday 7:00 p.m.
Tie church where everybody is somebody and Christ is ad.

STEWART-ISOM MEMORIAL CHRISTIAN METHODIST

EpiscopaL Church

1135 37th Street SouTh, St.
Pete, FL
Elder Clarence Welch, Pastor

Wisdom School 9:50 AM • Morning Worship 10:30 AM
Bible Study Fellowship 6:30 PM (Wed.)
Deacon Ministry................................................ .. .......................... Deacon Edward Nesbitt
Finance Ministry................................................................................ ..
James Robinson
Children & Youth Ministry......................................................................... Joyce Robinson
Clerk Ministry ................................................ .. ............................................ Wyvonnia McGee
"A Church With Passion for God and Compassion for People"

John (Missionary 'Baptist Church

Rev. Fleming Tarver, Pastor

... 7 30 p.m.

Prayer Tower Church Of God In Christ

The Reverend Don A. Gaskin, Pastor
2335 - 22nd Avenue South

5t

PEACEFUL ZlON M.B. CHURCH |

1820 Walton Street S., St. Pete, FL 33712
(813) 327-0593
Sunday School: 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship: 11:00 a.m.
Bible Study: Thursday, 7:00 p.m.

Sunday Schoo110 a.m.
Morning Service 11:30 a.m.

YPWW 5:30 p.m. Sunday
Church Service 6:30 p.m. Sunday

Night Services 7:30 p.m.

Tuesday Services 7:30 p.m.

Phillipians 3:14 “I press towards the mark for the
Rev. A. Anthony Robinson III

prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus”
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STATE NEWS
Orange County Votes to Restore Black
Cemetery
ORLANDO (AP) - A
long-neglected cemetery
for blacks will be restored
over the objections of envi
ronmentalists who say the
work will destroy rare
native plants that cover
some of the forgotten
graves.
Orange County com
missioners voted 6-1 last
Tuesday to upgrade Garden
of Rest cemetery. The
county bought the ceme
tery in 1961, during times
of segregation, to serve
Orange's black community.
Some 363 people were
buried there, the most re
cent in 1987.

“We have much to be
proud of for the work we've
done for the environ
ment...but we have to put
respect for the dead as the
higher priority,” County
Chairman Rich Crotty said.
Gravestones that once
marked resting places inex
plicably disappeared over
the years and county offi
cials now have no idea who
lies where.
An assortment of rare
native plants and shrubs
have flourished on the land.
Stands of rosemary, scrub
morning glory, shiny blue
berry, scrub holly, pinweed
and palafox now cover

much of the cemetery,
along with invasive weeds
and vines.
The plan involves cov
ering the gravesite areas
with 6 inches of fill dirt
after the shrubs, wildflow
ers and ground mosses are
removed; installing an irri
gation system and sod; and
building an access road.
The plan will destroy
the habitat, conservation
ists said.
“We aren't saying one
is better than another, we're
saying there's a way the
two can coexist,” said
Eugene Stoccardo of the
Florida Native Plant So

ciety.
Environmentalists pro
posed a compromise that
would have restored half
the site and preserved the
other half.
The restoration will
cost $208,000, but will in
clude opening up another
1,900 burial plots for future
use, the Orlando Sentinel
reported.
The county also will
spend $16,000 to perform
tests to determine if there
are other, unknown bodies
buried at the cemetery.

Florida Regulators Set to Consider
Record Phone Rate Hike---------------by David Rovse
Consumer advocates Associated Press Writer
including the AARP, the
TALLAHASSEE (AP) behemoth lobby for senior
- Who's your local phone citizens Y oppose the
company? It's a familiar change and argue that
question in a world where cheap local phone service
local phone service is gen has long been essentially a
erally a regulated monop basic right. After all, it's the
oly.
link to the police and fire
But perhaps more than departments.
anytime since Alexander
But the phone compa
Graham Bell unveiled his nies counter that the
“electric speech machine” change will open up the
the phone industry is local phone market and the
changing. For cell phone competition will quickly
customers and Internet drive down prices.
users, that's been obvious
“We think a free mar
for some time. But the ket always benefits con
change may be about to sumers more than a regu
come to Florida's local lated market,” said Bob
phone market.
Elek, a spokesman for
In the first test of what Verizon, which currently is
that change will mean for the local phone company
everyday consumers, the serving the Tampa Bay
state's three largest local area.
phone companies are ask
The companies also
ing regulators to let them say the proposed increase
increase basic rates by up would be offset by lower
to nearly $7 a month - the long distance rates. The
Legislature passed a law
largest increase ever.
In what began last this year allowing the com
Wednesday, the Public Ser panies to ask the PSC for
vice Commission is in higher local rates, but only
volved in a three-day ses if they eliminate a fee they
sion of hearings to decide collect from long distance
whether BellSouth, Sprint providers for using local
and Verizon should be lines. The long distance
granted the rate hike. The companies would be ex
proposal is part of a broad pected to pass that savings
er plan to move phone serv on to their customers.
But consumer advo
ice into a whole different
realm - one where compa cates question whether
nies compete for customers long distance companies
like they do in the cell will pass on savings to res
phone market, instead of idential customers, saying
having geographical mon they instead might give the
savings to business cus
opolies.
tomers.
The companies want
“There isn't any evi
that because, ultimately, it
dence
in the whole stinking
would mean they could
make more money if case ... to show that there's
they're good at what they going to be any net savings
do, because they could go or even breaking-even for
into other areas and pick the residential customer,”
off customers. BellSouth, said Mike Twomey, a con
for example, could creep sumer lawyer representing
into Verizon's territory and AARP.
Florida's new Public
try and lure residents away.

Counsel, the lawyer ap
pointed by the Legislature
to be consumers' chief
advocate before the PSC, is
also fighting the rate in
crease.
“The companies have
not shown that their pro
posed local rate increases
will be offset by correspon
ding long distance rate
reductions benefiting resi
dential customers,” said
Harold McLean, who an
nounced last week he was
joining the case.
Florida Attorney Gen
eral Charlie Crist is also
opposed to allowing higher
rates - for the same reason.
Several commissioners
have suggested they won't
approve any rate hike with
out assurance from the long
distance companies that
any savings they see would
be passed on to consumers
to offset the increase in
local rates.
The long distance com
panies have filed testimony
with the PSC they say out
lines the basics of their pro
posal to lower rates - but
their plans are sealed for
competitive reasons.
Phone companies want
a deregulated marketplace
for a variety of reasons. In
addition to the prospect of
finding more customers,
any time big companies
can win less regulation
they generally will. They're
also being pushed by a fed
eral law generally requiring
more competition.
And the companies
argue the chief barrier to
competition is the low rates
they're forced to charge
local customers. They say
it actually costs them much
more to provide the service
than they make.
Charles
Rehwinkel,
state vice president for
Sprint, said statewide the
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average cost to provide
local service is about $30.
But the average charge is
about $16.50. That discrep
ancy closes the door for
would-be competitors.
“AT&T wants to get in
the local market,” said
Rehwinkel. “They can't go
in and enter the market and
meet that cost. Moving
these price points up means
it improves the business
case fdr them.”
Consumer advocates
such as Twomey argue that
there's plenty of money to
be made for new compa
nies that want to provide
local service - by selling
services like caller »ID or
call-waiting.
The local phone com
panies counter that not
everyone buys those fea
tures.
At any rate, all the rea
sons why may be technical
and, for now, the only thing
consumers may see is
whether their local bill
goes up. Some phone com
panies acknowledge the
explanation
may
not
appease people if they don't
quickly see some sort of
benefit.

B-CC Receives Federal Assistance for
Student Union CenterlCommunity Service
Center------------------------------------------------------DAYTONA BEACH Enabling an expansion of
its community outreach
service programs, BethuneCookman College (B-CC)
has been scheduled to
receive $497,040 in federal
assistance through a spend
ing measure filed in the
United States Congress.
The funds will go toward
the College’s efforts to
develop a Community Ser
vices Center and new
Student Union Center.
The college has a long
history of providing volun
teer services to the Daytona
Beach Community. A re
cent economic impact
study conducted by econo
mist Mark Soskin notes
that the college contributes
in excess of 500,000 hours
to community organiza
tions and agencies through
the volunteer efforts of its

REV. MOTHER SUPERIOR WILLIAMS
Ordained Psychic Christian Reader & Adviser

HAVE YOU BEEN HOODOOED?
ARE YOU SICK IN ANY PART OF YOUR BODY?
Rev. Mother Superior Williams has God Given Power to help you
overcome your problems no matter how big or small.

I was having bad luck, mis
erable and it seemed like
everything was against
me.Just a few visits to Rev.
Mother Superior Williams
and now I'm doing fine with
a good home and good man
who loves me.

Don't fail to call or write to her today.
Send Self-Addressed Envelope

Rev. Mother Superior Williams

THERE IS A REASON
TO READ THE WEEKLY
CHALLENGER

10-50 % OFF SELECTED ITEMS

Plain Baseball Caps - Buy 1 Get 1 FREE

Men's Urban/Hip-Hop Wear
Reg. Hours: Tues. - Sat. 11AM - 7 PM
Friday Hours: 11AM - 12:30PM - Reopen at 3PM - 7PM
Sunday and Monday by Appointment

1047 62nd Avenue South • St. Petersburg, FL
Skyway Plaza • (727) 8674338

•Egyptian Musk
Custom Blended Fragrances
Many More!
•Dread Caps/Headbands
• Jewelry/Assessories
•Natural Hair Braiding
& Locking
•African Ethnic Attire
•Incense, Oils, Black Soap,
African Shea Butter....More!!!

Star Items Of The
Week

•Sliced Honey
Ham12oz.
21S3.00
•Mix a Match
Frozen Dinners
(Pork, Chicken &
Beef]
2/$5.00
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COME SEE US AND

(727) 892-9390

(813) 874-5581

SCOTTIE
Bail Bonds

(7273 383-iilO
L Fax (787) 327-6935

WOMEN'S BUSINESS SUITS AND HATS
ON SALE!!

Negro League Jerseys (Limited Supply)

3716 W. Horatio, Tampa, FL 33609

2523 34th Street South
St, Petersburg, Fi. 33711

SHAHEED^S

(Corner of 10th Avenue South)
IS

She will tell you just what you want to know about friends, ene
mies or rivals; Whether husband, wife or sweetheart is true or
false; How to gain the love you most desire; Control or influence
the action of anyone, even though miles away. Tell you of lucky
numbers. She has helped thousands through all walks of life. She
will advise on love, marriage, business, health, divorces, lawsuits,
luck, alcoholics, happiness, spells, success and evil influences of
all kinds. Tells who your friends and enemies are. Guarantees to
remove all evil and bad luck! WHY SUFFER when you can be
helped and freed from all your troubles?

- Hillary Williams

More For Less Meats
■S

students, staff and faculty.
“Investing in the lead
ers and workforce of our
next generation is one of
the most important contri
butions Congress can make
to the future well-being of
the United States,” said
Congressman Mica in a
release issued by his Wash
ington, D.C., office.
In late 2002 the college
purchased the former Gary
Yeomans Ford building on

accessibility, efficiency and
increase the number of
individuals served by the
College,” said Dr. Oswald
P. Bronson, Sr, B-CC pres
ident. “Bethune-Cookman
College is extremely grate
ful to Congressman Mica
and those who worked with
him to secure these funds
to enable us to increase our
contributions to the com
munity.”
The Student Union
CenterlCommunity Service
Center will allow the Col
lege to further its health
volunteer service programs
and better aid local resi
dents seeking satisfactory
health care assistance.
For more information,
contact the school’s web
site www.bethune.cookman.ed

There is a Reason to Read The

1035B Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. St. S.

I I

Dr. Oswald P. Bronson

International
Speedway
Blvd. with the intent to
retrofit the property into a
community services center
and student union center,
which is estimated to cost
$15 million. The building
is located adjacent to pub
lic housing units, which are
slated to undergo major
renovation under the Hope
VI project.
The College’s community services activities are
presently housed on a
space
available basis
around the 70-acre campus.
The present Student Union
Building, built in 1966 to
accommodate a student
population of 900, has out
lived its usefulness for a
student body that today
numbers a record 2,794.
“With the completion
of the Center, activities can
be consolidated to improve

Monday - Friday
9:30 am - 5:00 pm
Saturday
8:00 am -1:00 pm
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NATIONAL NEWS
Recent ln-Kind Donations Benefit Work
at Hale House---------------------------------

The toddlers in residence at the Hale House are dressed in their recently-donated
famous duds, thanks to the HBO series, "Sex and the City."
photo by Lori Moon

HARLEM, N.Y. Hale House, a non-profit
organization that cares for
babies whose parents
struggle with addiction, ill
ness, incarceration or
homelessness,
recently
received several generous
in-kind gifts including chil
dren's shoes, books, games
and toys from a variety of
non-profit and corporate
organizations across the
country.
Dr. Lawrence F. Da
venport, executive director
and CEO of Hale House,
accepted the donations on
behalf of the Harlem-based
charity, saying, "We great
ly appreciate these new
supplies, books, clothing

and games. They fill a need
for the children for whom
we care and we are so
grateful to our supporters
and advocates. With their
continued help, we can fur
ther Mother Hale's impor
tant vision."
Donations to Hale
House included:
• Three bags full of
donated overalls, jeans,
shirts, hats and sneakers
from Silvercup Studios,
which produces the HBO
series "Sex and the City."
The clothes were used by
Cynthia Nixon's on-screen
baby Brady Hobbes and
then donated - all in tripli
cate - after a producer read
about Hale House's turn

around.
•A box of new Scho
lastic books from Hello
FriendlEnnis William Cos
by Foundation for Scholas
tic's "Classrooms Care"
Program;
• Three boxes of books
from Child Magazine;
• Thirty-four pairs of
shoes, 80 outfits and
numerous books decorated
with the current cast of
Nickelodeon and Nick Jr.
cartoon characters from
Nickelodeon of New York
City;
• Ten handmade quilts
and two knit hats from the
Zion United Church of
Christ of Burlington, Iowa;
• Thirty age-appropri

ate books, three floor puzzleslgames from Gina
Scauzillo & Handprint
Books of Brooklyn, N.Y.;
• Handmade knit and
fleece hats, new clothes,
socks and toys from Vershell Hayes at Us Helping
Some, located in Balti
more, Md.; and
• Sixteen pairs of
women's shoes used in a
photo shoot to be given to
the mothers of Hale House
children from AfricanAmerican fashion designer
Stephen Burrows, who was
inducted into the Fashion
Hall of Fame in 2002.
Today, Hale House with its new leadership
team headed by Dr. Law
rence Davenport - contin
ues to be an important part
of the Harlem community,
and is currently expanding
its programs to include de
velopmental childcare pro
grams at two new learning
centers.
For more information
on Hale House or how to
donate, contact by mail at
152 West 122nd Street,
New York, NY 10027, by
email to info@halehouse
.org, by phone at 212-6630700 x402 or online at
www.halehouse.org.

PLEASE E-MAIL ALL ADS TO: smfaith@tampabay.rr.com

Sharpton —
from front pg.
the Reverend 200,000 dol
lars, plus hospital bills
totaling $7,447.76 to settle
the suit.
The incident took place
on Jan. 12, 1991. The Rev.
Sharpton had been in
Bensonhurst to protest the
killing of Yusuf Hawkins
when the attacker plunged a
knife into his chest one inch
from the heart. The attack
took place in an area frozen
by the police for protection.
Hawkins was killed by a
mob on Aug. 23 during a
visit to Bensonhurst with
three friends to look at a

Slaying-----from front pg.
The motive is signifi
cant and could determine
where the case would be
prosecuted and at what level.
James Alan Fox, a crim
inal justice professor at
Northeastern University in
Massachusetts, described
several potential legal sce
narios in the case. Lancaster
County could end up with it
if there is no proof of kid
napping.
The case could come
under federal jurisdiction if
Luna was brought across
state lines involuntarily or if
the killing had anything to
do with Luna's job, Fox said.
Federal authorities could
seek the death penalty, if
kidnapping led to Luna's
murder. There also is a death
penalty statute for a fatal
carjacking.
Totaro said he would
meet Monday with Thomas

used car. He was surrounded
and taunted with racial
threats by a group of thirty
youths armed with bats,
pieces of wood and at least
one gun. Hawkins, shot sole
ly because he was black,
died from two gunshot
wounds from a 32 calibur
handgun.
The Rev. Sharpton led
20 protests in Bensonhurst
from Aug. 27 until the day
he was stabbed. Protesters
were called niggers and sav
ages, they were spat upon
and had watermelons hurled
at them. Over this period of
time, Rev. Sharpton received
threats by phone and mail.
Despite a warning by the

District Attorney Charles
Hinds of a plot to whack the
civil rights leader if he
marches, Rev. Sharpton car
ried through with the protest
march but under police pro
tection.
As Sharpton walked
from his car within a frozen
zone secured by over a hun
dred police and within feet
of police chief Gallagher,
Michael Riccardi managed
to stab him. Sharpton recalls
a figure with a contorted
look on his face passing in a
blur, then noticed the knife
in his chest out of the comer
of his eye, and saying "oh
my God he stabbed me" be
fore pulling it out and cover

ing the wound with his hand
because blood was pouring
from his chest.
The agreement came as
jury selection was to begin
in Kings County Supreme
Court before Judge Leon
Ruchelsman. Atty. Sanford
Rubenstein pronounced the.
settlement fair and said "i!
am pleased that after this
long period of time that
Reverand Sharpton does not
have to relive this night- '
mare. While we were pre
pared to go to trial, it is for-,
tunate that a settlement has"
been reached".

DiBiagio, the U.S. attorney
in Maryland who was Luna's
boss, to discuss strategy in
the joint investigation.
Meanwhile, the FBI in
Baltimore released a state
ment Saturday saying feder
al agents continued to work
with the Pennsylvania State
Police and numerous other
law enforcement agencies in
the investigation.
“All I can say is we are
putting as many resources as
we possibly can in the FBI,
along with other supporting
agencies, and we are work
ing around the clock, non
stop, and we will continue to
do so," Foust said.
Luna, 38, was attacked
after leaving his office in
Baltimore around midnight
last Wednesday.
His body was found
Thursday morning with 36
stab wounds. Even though
he had been repeatedly
stabbed, possibly with a
penknife, he died from

drowning, Lancaster County
coroner Barry Walp said.
Walp said there were no
“defensive" wounds on
Luna's hands or arms that
typically indicate a struggle.
Instead, the attacker inflict
ed numerous shallow cuts
and a few deeper punctures
primarily to Luna's chest
and neck that “lacerated"
major vessels and caused
internal hemorrhaging, Walp
said.
“I don't think there was
any defensive struggle," said
Walp, who did an external
examination of the body.
"He could have been sub
dued" when the wounds
were inflicted.
A federal official,
speaking on condition of
anonymity, said on Friday
that the wounds were defen
sive.
X-ray and toxicology
reports are still pending and
the body will remain in the
coroner's office until the

family tells him to whom
they would like it released,
Walp said.
Luna's car was found
nearby Luna's body with
blood on the driver's side
door and fender, a large pool
of blood on the floor, and
money and cell phone equip
ment scattered inside,
according to a police search
warrant affidavit. The affi
davit also said Luna had a
“traumatic wound" on the
right side of his head.
The day before his
death, Luna had worked out
plea deals with attorneys for
two men accused of running
a violent heroin ring from a
rap studio. He also had
recently prosecuted a man
who plotted to bum down a
home to force six Mexican
men out of a neighborhood
and three men involved in a
violent crack distribution
network. All the defendants
entered guilty pleas.

WHAT YOU SEE IS
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sports news
Lynch Selected as One of 32 Finalists
for 2003 Walter Payton Man of the
Year Award----------- —-------------------- ---------

John Lynch

Thirty-two players are
vying for the 2003 title of
WALTER PAYTON MAN
OF THE YEAR, the only
league award that recog
nizes player off-the-field
community service as well
as playing excellence. This
year’s finalists - one player
from each NFL team have demonstrated an out
standing balance in thenlives between civic and
professional responsibili
ties.
The winner will be
announced January 30 dur
ing NFL Commissioner
PAUL
TAGLIABUE’s
annual news conference
prior to Super Bowl

XXXVIII in Houston,
Texas.
The prestigious award
was renamed in 1999 for
the legendary Chicago
Bears Pro Football Hall of
Fame running back. The
Walter Payton Man of the
Year Award has been given
annually since 1970.
The winner is selected
by an elite panel of judges
including Commissioner
Tagliabue,
Sports
lllustrated writer PETER
KING, CONNIE PAYTON
(wife of the late Walter
Payton), and former play
ers FRANK GIFFORD,
JACK
KEMP,
JOHN
MACKEY, and last year’s
award winner, Philadelphia
Eagles cornerback TROY
VINCENT.
The
winner
will
receive $25,000 to donate
to his selected charity.
Each finalist will receive a
$1,000
contribution
towards a charity of his
choice.
2003 WALTER PAYTON MAN OF THE
YEAR FINALISTS

TEAM1PLAYER/POSITION
Arizona Cardinals LeVar Woods - LB
Atlanta Falcons
Warrick Dunn - RB
Baltimore Ravens Ray Lewis - LB
Buffalo Bills - Brian
Moorman - P
Carolina Panthers Mike Rucker - DE
Chicago Bears - Phillip
Daniels - DE
Cincinnati Bengals Tony Stewart - TE
Cleveland Browns Kelly Holcomb - QB
Dallas Cowboys
Darren Woodson - S
Denver Broncos - Ian
Gold - LB
Detroit Lions - Robert
Porcher - DE
Green Bay Packers Aaron Kampman - DE
Houston Texans
Jamie Sharper - LB
lndianapolis Colts David Thornton - LB
Jacksonville Jaguars Akin Ayodele - LB
Kansas City Chiefs Will Shields - G
Miami Dolphins -

Shawn Wooden - S
Minnesota Vikings Matt Birk - C
New England Patriots Joe Andruzzi - G
New Orleans Saints Michael Lewis - WR-KR
New York Giants Amani Toomer - WR
New York Jets Marvin Jones - LB
Oakland Raiders Akbar Gbaja-Biamila - DE
Philadelphia Eagles Donovan McNabb - QB
Pittsburgh Steelers Dewayne Washington - CB
St. Louis Rams - Grant
Wistrom - DE
San Diego Chargers Donnie Edwards - LB
San Francisco 49ers Terrell Owens - WR
Seattle Seahawks Matt Hasselbeck - QB
Tampa
Bay
Buccaneers - John Lynch S
Tennessee Titans Kevin Carter - DE
Washington Redskins Damerien McCants - WR

O'Leary to Be Named Central Florida's
Football Coach—------------------------------- -------

ORLANDO (AP) Minnesota Vikings defen
sive coordinator George
O'Leary, forced to leave
Notre Dame two years ago
because he falsified his
resume, has been hired as
head
coach
at
the
University of Central
Florida.
O'Leary came to the
Vikings after a successful
tenure at Georgia Tech,
where he had a 52-33
record from 1994 to 2001.
He was named. National

Coach of the Year in 2000
and was named the Atlantic
Coast Conference's top
coach in 1998 and 2000.
UCF athletic director
Steve Orsini was Georgia
Tech's senior associate ath
letic
director
during
O'Leary's tenure there.
O'Leary accepted the
coaching job at Notre
Dame in 2001 but resigned
under pressure two weeks
later after acknowledging
he had falsified parts of his
resume.
He was a coach at
Syracuse between 1980
and 1986, with the San
Diego Chargers from 1992
to 1993 and with the
Minnesota Vikings since
last year. He was hired in
Minnesota by head coach
Mike Tice, who played
high school football for
O'Leary in New York.
It
wasn't
known

whether O'Leary would
finish the season with
Minnesota or depart imme
diately for UCF.
O'Leary is a taking
over a UCF program bat
tered by losses on the field
and discipline problems
off.
Although the Golden
Knights were expected to
contend in the Mid
American
Conference's
East Division, their record
of 3-9 was their worst since
1984. Coincidentally, that
was the last year the pro
gram lost a coach in mid
season.
Coach Mike Kruczek
was fired and replaced by
interim coach Alan Gooch
on Nov. 10.
In
addition,
the
Knights had eight players,
including four starters, sus
pended this season for var
ious infractions.

Two published reports
said O'Leary's five-year
contract was worth about
$700,000 annually.
That financial package
would be far more than
what UCF has paid in the
past to its football coach.
Kruczek was making
$185,000 a year.
Marini said he did not
know the details of
O'Leary's contract.
UCF has been compet
ing at the Division I-A
level for eight years, and
the 2002 season was its
first as a member of a con
ference after 23 as an inde
pendent.
The Knights will join
Conference USA in 2005.
On the Net:
UCF Football:
http:llwww.ucfathletics.comlsport_front.asp?sp
ortid=15.

Meltdown at New England Leaves
Dolphins Behind in Wild-Card Playoff

Jay Fiedler gets hit hard by New England Patriots
linebacker Mike Vrabel
berth.
by Stevie Wine
Miami (8-5) could
DAVIE, Fla. (AP) miss
the playoffs even with
Clearly out of their ele
ment, the Miami Dolphins wins in the final three
The
Denver
fled from the New England games.
blizzard via charter jet and Broncos (8-5) hold the
awoke at home Monday tiebreaker advantage for
morning to temperatures in the sixth and final postsea
son spot, and Tennessee (9the 60s.
4)
also is ahead of the
For the Dolphins, the
Dolphins
in the wild-card
last month of the year
race.
might again be the last
Making the outlook
month of the season. New
even
gloomier for the
England clinched the AFC
Dolphins
is the uncertain
East title Sunday with a
status
of
quarterback Jay
snowy 12-0 win over the
Fiedler,
who
was sacked
Dolphins, who must now
five
times
by
the Patriots
scramble for a wild-card

and aggravated a knee
injury that sidelined him
for four games in October
and November.
With
or
without
Fiedler, sweeping the
remainder of the schedule
won't.be easy. On Monday
night, the Dolphins host the
Philadelphia Eagles (10-3),
who sport the best record in
the NFC. Then Miami
returns to the snow belt to
face Buffalo (6-7) before
finishing at home against
the New York Jets (5-8).
To compound the nomargin-for-error pressure,
there's the likelihood of a
major roster shakeup - and
perhaps a coaching change
- if the Dolphins fail to
make the playoffs for the
second year in a row. The
last time they missed con
secutive postseasons was in
1986-89.
"We have to play our
games now and wait and
see if the rest of the AFC
will let us into the play
offs," defensive tackle
Larry Chester said.
Coach
Dave
Wannstedt, ever the opti
mist, believes 10 wins will
get the Dolphins into the
postseason.
But
he

acknowledged the team
needs to revise its focus
now that the primary goal
of winning the division is
beyond reach.
The first game was an
upset loss at home to
Houston, but it's the
Dolphins' precarious lateseason psyche that's a con
cern now. They've lost at
least two games in
December every year since
1992, which not coinciden
tally is the last time they
reached the AFC champi
onship game.
Any turnaround must
start with an offense that
generated just 134 yards
and seven first downs
against New England. Matt
Turk set a team record by
punting 11 times, and the
other possessions ended
with two interceptions, a
fumble and a safety.
Wannstedt acknowl
edged he's frustrated by the
inconsistency
of
the
offense, which scored 40
points at Dallas on
Thanksgiving Day. The
Patriots harried Fiedler into
three turnovers, including
an interception returned for
the only touchdown.

Selecting the Right
Hoop-----------------------

See Both SPC Teams
in Action This Friday

(NAPSl)-Basketball is bracket must be purchased
one of America's hottest if you're planning to mount
the backboard to your
sports.
With its growing popu home, garage or other
larity come more equip structure. It's not necessary
ment options. Today, you if mounting to an existing
have portable basketball pole.
Once you've deter
systems, in-grounds and
mined
which system is best
backboard and rim combi
nation units to select from. for you, make sure you fol
Which option is right for low these important safety
you and your family? tips when setting up your
hoop:
Here's a quick overview:
• Make sure you read
• Portables: Approx
and
understand all instruc
imately 80 percent of all
tions
and warnings issued
hoops sold today are
by
the
manufacturer.
portable. Portable systems
•
If
digging is required,
feature a base filled with
water or sand for stability. call the utility company or
The portable base rolls on Diggers Hotline to make
wheels, allowing players to sure you don't hit any
position the basketball sys underground cables or
tem in a desired location. electrical wires.
• Watch for overhead
Simply assemble, fill the
telephone and cable wires.
base and play today.
• In-Grounds: An in- Assume all wires are live.
• If you purchase a
ground system is cemented
into the ground. Some portable system, set it up
come with ground sleeves, and play in a safe area
which allow you to remove away from traffic. Never
the system if you move. place the system in a street,
Ground sleeves are avail alley or sidewalk area.
By following these
able as an accessory if your
system does not come simple steps when select
equipped. In-ground sys ing and installing your bas
tems tend to be more rigid ketball system, you and
and take up less space than your family will have years
of fun and safe play. For
portables.
• Backboard & Rim more information, call or
Combos: A backboard and visit the Web site of the
rim combination unit company who manufac
attaches to your home, tured your basketball sys
garage or an existing bas tem.
ketball pole. A mounting

The season’s only dou
bleheader
for
St.
Petersburg College’s bas
ketball teams is Friday
(Dec. 12) when the women
meet Atlanta’s Clark State
College followed by a
men’s
game
against
Broward
Community
College.
Coach
William
"Hammer" Smith’s squad
will take the floor at 5 p.m.
against Clark, hoping to
improve on a 3-6 record.
Coach Earnest Crumbley’s
Titans will be seeking pay
back at 7:30 p.m. against
Broward, which handed
them their first loss of the
season five weeks earlier.
The twinbill is in the
gym
on
the
St.

Buccaneers Sign Two
to Practice Squad
The
Tampa
Bay
Buccaneers announced that
they have signed DE Corey
Smith and LB Justin Smith
to the practice squad and
released
RB
Earnest
Graham from the practice
roster.
DE
Corey
Smith
played in five games last
season
with
the
Buccaneers before being
placed on the Injured
Reserve list on Nov. 28,
2002. He originally joined
the team as an undrafted
free agent on April 22,
2002. He was released by
Tampa Bay earlier this year
on Aug. 31.

LB Justin Smith, who
has split time the last two
seasons between Tampa
Bay’s active and practice
rosters, has played in two
games this season. He was
released from the active
roster by the Buccaneers
on Dec. 6.
Graham, who originally joined the Buccaneers as
an undrafted free agent on
April 28, 2003, re-signed
with the team on the prac
tice squad on Dec. 3. He
was earlier released (injury
settlement) from the active
roster on Aug. 22 after
playing in two preseason
games in 2003.

PetersburglGibbs Campus
at 6605 Fifth Ave. N.
Admission is free.
Crumbley’s team is
10-2
after
defeating
Central Florida CC on
Saturday, 80-66, to shake
off a shocker of a loss the
night before. SPC was
ahead of Miami-Dade
College 35-28 at intermis
sion, but ended up losing
86-72. The Titans defeated
Miami-Dade by 15 points,
in Miami, earlier in the
season.
Smith’s team, mean
while, has enjoyed the
boost earned via a 50-point
win last week over
Clearwater
Christian
College, 88-38.

National Baseball Hall
of Fame Celebration
At Florida
International Museum
• Public Festivities to Celebrate Outstanding
Exhibit
ST. PETERSBURG Florida
International
Museum (FIM) will host
the public at festivities this
fall celebrating the opening
of an outstanding exhibit.
The National Baseball Hall
of Fame’s "Baseball As
America" is coming to
FIM later this year. "We
are pleased to present to
this outstanding exhibits,"
says Kathy Oathout, FIM
Executive
Director.
"Baseball As America" is
the first time that exhibit
has left Cooperstown."
To celebrate the open
ing of the National
Baseball Hall of Fame’s
"Baseball As America"
traveling exhibition, FIM
will be transformed into a
ballpark and the public is

invited to come out and
play. On Friday, Dec. 12,
the museum will host a
casual fun-filled Baseball
Celebration beginning at
6:30 p.m.
This event
includes a preview tour of
the exhibit, which features
more than 500 treasures
from the Baseball Hall of
Fame in Cooperstown, NY.
FIM is delighted to be one
of only ten sites chosen to
host this exhibition.
The national tour of
"Baseball As America" is
sponsored by Ernst &
Young.
For tickets to this out
standing event or for more
information, please contact
Kathy Oathout, Executive
Director, at (727) 8223693.
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WOMAN’S WORLD
Barbara Ross-Lee Named Chairman of
the Board of the Association of
Academic Health Centers -—-------------WASHINGTON, D.C.
- Barbara Ross-Lee, DO,
FACOFP, vice president for
health sciences and med
ical affairs and dean of the
New York College of
Osteopathic Medicine of.
the NYIT (New York Insti
tute of Technology), was
named chairman of the
board of directors of the
Association of Academic
Health Centers at its annual
meeting in Florida.
Before her appoint
ment at NYIT in 2001, Dr.
Ross-Lee served for eight
years as the dean of the
school of medicine and
professor in the department
of family medicine at Ohio
University College of
Osteopathic Medicine.
Dr. Ross-Lee has held
leadership positions in nu
merous federal, philan
thropic and professional
organizations including the

Barbara Ross-Lee
American Association of
Colleges of Osteopathic
Medicine where she served
as chair of the Assembly of
Presidents and the Ameri
can Osteopathic Associa
tion Bureau of Professional
Educators where she chairs
the Minority Health Initia-

tive. She has served on the
Institute of Medicine’s
Committee on the Future of
Primary Care, the National
Advisory Committee on
Rural Health of the U.S.
Department of Health and
Human Services, the Na
tional Health Service

Corps’ Associations of
Clinicians for the Under
served and the Advisory
Committee on Research on
Women’s Health of the
National Institutes of
Health. She is also a Fel
low of the American Osteo
pathic Board of Family
Physicians.
Dr. Ross-Lee is the
recipient of numerous
awards for her distin
guished work in the health
sciences and public policy
including the Patenge Me
dal of Public Service from
Michigan State University
College of Osteopathic
Medicine; the Women’s
Health Award presented by
the Blackboard AfricanAmerican Bestsellers, Inc.;
and the Magnificent Seven
Award presented by Busi
ness and Professional
WomenlUSA.

Makeup 4 Sisters Provides Beautiful
Options for Women of Color—--------LOS ANGELES Makeup 4 Sisters, a minor
ity-owned company, an
nounced that it has begun
direct retailing of ethnic
makeup lines, including
IMAN, Flori Roberts and
Interface skin care and cos
metics, as well as Patti
LaBelle and Ashanti fra
grances nationwide. The
company’s
slogan is,
“Adding Color to Your
Life” and, according to
Ivett Ramos, public rela
tions manager, “Our slogan
has special significance for
women who have found
themselves in photos with
makeup two shades too
wrong!”
The company, which is
an affiliated reseller with
Color Me Beautiful, is
recruiting prospective inde
pendent consultants who
want to own their own
business. The business op
portunity requires an initial

investment of $180 and
offers profit opportunities
of 25-61%. Additional
product lines available for
distribution include Gayle
Hayman-Beverly
Hills,
Color Me Beautiful and
Adrian Arpel.
According to Ramos,
the vision of the business is
to make the most popular
and quality-focused ethnic
brands, formerly carried by
retail department stores
such as JC Penney, avail*
able to women of color.
Ramos further stated, “We
are very excited about our
venture, because we are
truly meeting a need , for
women of color - Asian,
African American, East
Indian, Hispanic, Native
American and Pacific
Islanders - who often do
not find solutions that are
compatible with their skin
tones or skin types.”
While other national

direct marketing lines and
some international makeup
retailers sell makeup touted
as designed for women of
color, Flori Roberts was
truly the first line designed
for African American
women in the sixties. And,
IMAN cosmetics, original
ly developed by the inter
national model of the same
name, with rights to the
makeup owned by Color
Me Beautiful brands, was
truly developed for all
“wolneti of color.” In fact,
the original IMAN product
catalog was developed with
product details in English,
French, Portuguese and
Spanish.
Makeup 4 Sisters has
an extensive inventory for
the business, which serves
customers toll free, (800)
446-0971. The website,
makeup4sisters.com, is un
der construction and went
“live” as of Nov. 28 - just in

time for the holiday season
rush.
Makeup 4 Sisters sells
through special events such
as non-profit civic, sorority
and charity fund raisers, as
well as select seasonal and
convention
merchant
booths. Sales are nation
wide via direct shipments
to customers’ homes.
Additionally,
every
Monday, the company also
offers a Marvelous Mon
day Makeup Day for beau
ty and barber operators and
their selected customers,
who receive a 10% dis
count on select purchases.
For more information
regarding special events
scheduling,
Marvelous
Monday Makeup Day loca
tions or job opportunities,
email sales @makeup4sisters.com.

Mary Pinkett, First Black Woman
Elected to City Council, Dies-----NEW YORK (AP) Mary Pinkett, a former
union leader who was the
first black woman elected
to the City Council, died of
cancer at the age of 72,
according to her nephew,
Derrek Glover.
Pinkett served on the
council for 28 years in
District 35, representing
the Brooklyn neighbor
hoods of Clinton Hill, Fort
Greene, parts of Crown
Heights, Prospect Heights
and Bedford Stuyvesant.
She retired because of

term limits in 2001.
Mayor
Michael
Bloomberg called Pinkett
“a pioneer in New York
City politics."
“She served the people
of Brooklyn with compas
sion, dedication and a fiery
sense of purpose for nearly
30 years," he said in a state
ment issued Thursday.
Pinkett, a former presi
dent of Social Service
Employees Union Local
371, was elected to the
council in November 1973
and served on the Civil

Service and Labor Com
mittee.
“When I went to the
City Council, I was the first
black woman and one of
the only union representa
tives who had ever been
elected," Pinkett told the
publication “The Unionist"
in January 2002. “There
were other women, but
they were more tradition
al."
Pinkett's council seat
was filled by James Davis,
who was fatally shot by a
political rival at City Hall

Mary Pinkett
this summer.

Governor Appoints Dickey First Woman
Chief Justice-----------------------------------------by James Jefferson
LITTLE ROCK (AP) After 167 years of state
hood, Arkansas' highest
court will be headed by a
woman, following Gov.
Mike Huckabee's appoint
ment of a former prosecu
tor and state utility regula
tor to the post.
Huckabee appointed
Betty Dickey, his chief
legal counsel, to serve as
interim chief justice of the
state Supreme Court in the
place of Chief Justice W.H.
“Dub" Arnold, who an
nounced his resignation
effective Jan. 1.
Dickey, 63, will serve
through next year, but will
not be eligible to run for
the post in the November
2004 election, when a
replacement will be elected
to serve the remaining four
years of Arnold's term.
Shock and awe “pretty
well describe how I felt
when the governor called
me," said Dickey, who
fielded inquiries and rec
ommendations for the posi
tion as chief lawyer for the
governor's office.
“I am grateful beyond
words at his trusting me
with this position," she
said. “I would hope to carry
to that office justice, mercy,

humility and faithfulness."
Huckabee would not
disclose how many other
people he considered for
the post but said he felt
Dickey was right for the
job.
No woman has ever
served as chief justice of
Arkansas' highest court.
“I did feel like we
needed to break ground in
terms of offering this ap
pointment to someone
through whom we could
make history," Huckabee
said in announcing Dick
ey's appointment at a
Capitol news conference.
“It's unfortunate that
it's taken 167 years for this
position to be filled by a
woman," the governor said.
“When we have the oppor
tunity to open doors and
break the glass ceiling, we
should do that."
Huckabee has named
women and blacks to highranking positions in state
government during his
tenure, including Lavenski
Smith, who is black and
now a federal appeals
judge, to the state Supreme
Court and Public Service
Commission, and Sandra
Hockstetter as PSC chair
man.
Dickey acknowledged

some trepidation in accept
ing the appointment be
cause of the potential for
involvement in proceedings
regarding the school fund
ing case in which the Su
preme Court declared the
existing system unconstitu
tional.
She said she did not
handle education issues for
Huckabee and had not dis
cussed the case with the
governor.
Outspoken state Court
of Appeals Judge Wendell
Griffen of Little Rock said
that he would run for chief
justice. If elected, Griffen
would become Arkansas'
first black chief justice.
Two weeks ago, the
high court overturned an
admonition that the state
Judicial Discipline and
Disability Commission is
sued to Griffen for publicly
criticizing the state of
racial diversity at the Uni
versity of Arkansas in Fay
etteville, his alma mater.
In a 4-3 ruling, the high
court concluded that the
standard used to punish
Griffen “intrudes on legiti
mate free speech."
House Speaker Herschel Cleveland, D-Paris,
also expressed interest in
running for chief justice

next year. Cleveland is a
lawyer.
Dickey was a teacher at
Pine Bluff and Watson
Chapel before earning a
law degree at the Uni
versity of Arkansas at Little
Rock.
She was Pine Bluff
assistant attorney and Red
field city attorney before
serving four years as 11th
Judicial District prosecutor.
She was elected as a
Democrat but switched
parties to run as a Repub
lican for attorney general in
1998, a race she lost to
Democrat Mark Pryor.
Huckabee
named
Dickey to the state Public
Service Commission in
1999 and as his chief legal
counsel in January.
Dickey grew up at
Black Rock and Walnut
Ridge. She received her
bachelor's degree from the
University of Arkansas at
Fayetteville and her law
degree from the University
of Arkansas at Little Rock.
She is the former wife
of former Congressman Jay
Dickey.

GOD E>LE<S>&

AMERICA

OBITUARIES
ST. PETERSBURG
RITES
FENNELL, ROSA LEE
DDIXON, 86, died November
19, 2003. Survivors include
four cousins, Sam Cuyler,
Norma Edgerton, Kathleen

Cummings and Denise Cole
man, all of Orange, N.J.; one
brother-in-law, Robert J. Fen
nell, Sr., Tallahassee; two sis
ters-in-law, Winnie Barton,
Knoxville, Tenn., and Janie
Warren, St. Petersburg; and
her
caregiver,
Richard
Thompson, St. Petersburg.
McRae Funeral Home, St.
Petersburg.

ROBERTS, GWENDO
LYN LI, 67, died November
30, 2003. Survivors include
three daughters, Leslye M.
Flores, Ft. Lauderdale, Robin
J. Williams and Kimberlee J.
Stewart, both of St. Peters
burg; one son, Derek S.
Roberts, St. Petersburg; 10
grandchildren, Derrico and
Jennifer Miller, Lindsay Men-

SMITH
FUNERAL HOME

dez and Joshua Pina, all of Ft.
Lauderdale, Desiree and
Danielle Roberts, Rashan,
Rayna and Anthony Williams
and Ciara Stewart, all of St.
Petersburg; four great grand
children, Deja, Amari and
Corey and Xavier Mendez;
two uncles, Elder Martin
(Joanne) Rainey and Elder
Walter Rainey, both of St.
Petersburg; four devoted
friends,
Connie
Brown,
Willena McRay,
Evelyn
Thompson
and
Clarice
Pennington;
and
several
cousins, other relatives and
friends.
McRae
Funeral
Home, St. Petersburg.

Ml Young's
fty'% Funeral
y
I Home
A Full Service Firm

Robert C. Young
FuneraI Director
Since 1975
1005 Howard Street
(Corner So. Greenwood Ave.
& Howard)

Clearwater, FL

442-2388

SERVING ALL FAITHS SINCE 1987

Traditional - Memorial and
Chapel Services
Cremation
World Wide Shipping
Monuments for All Cemeteries
We arrange Military Honors and
Serve All National Cemeteries
for Veterans
“Upholding a tradition of service from our family to yours”

1534 18th Avenue South • St. Petersburg, FL 33705

These were the words that
brought calm to me when my
family member passed away.
She had already taken care
of her funeral and burial
expenses three years ago.
We just placed one call to
McRae Funeral Home and
found out that not only was
the funeral paid for - it was
at prices that were in effect
at the time she made the
arrangements. What a
savings - What a peace of
mind.

Serenity Funeral Home, Inc.
So that your funeral is fully funded and won't be a financial burden
on your family, contact McRae Funeral Home today and discuss
how you can guarantee the future price at today's cost.

Family Budget Plan $1,399.00
(Cloth Casket - Grey or Blue)
Traditional Burial $2,199.00
(20 Gauge Steel Casket)
Elite Services/Deluxe $3,599.00
(18 Gauge Steel Casket)

Plans do not include: Minister, Flowers,
Police Escort, Programs, Grave Space
or Cemetery Services

EIder Leon Lavell Thomas, Sr.

Cremations

Founder/Executive Director

Lisa M. Speights-Harley, L.F.D.

Helping families to honor their loved ones in a truly personal way

727-894-2266 / FAX 821-8728

"It's all taken care of"

832 N.E. 5th Street (Hwy. 44), Crystal River

1-866-515-9491

McRae Funeral Home
1940 Martin Luther King Jr. Street South
St. Petersburg, Florida 33705

(727) 895-6005
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CLASSTFIFD
ADS Oet rcsuIts
JL.LsJL/ xiL/wioo^Vl
IvOvlIlOo’
Toonari Web Dev.
Presents:

MEET
VOUR
MATCH

BENNIE BRINSON
Insurance Agency

African American
History For
Students And
Teachers On The
Web.

1-900-226-5883
Ext. 3157

Your Neighborhood
Insurance Agency
Specializing In
Affordable
Life»Health«Dental«Vision
Disability*Commercial
Liability & Bonds Also

www.africanaonline.com

$2.99 per min.

Ph: 727-328-9878
Fax: 727-328-9545

www.toonari.com

LEWIS ELECTRIC

CONSTRUCTION, INC.
“WTien YouNeed Quality
Craftsmanship ”
All Phases Of Residential
& Commercial Work

(727) 492-8195
Bonded & Insured

Must be 18 yrs.

Serv-U (619)648-8434

HOLY
HOUSEKEEPING
SERVICES
Specializing in clean
ing churches only,
everything inside of
the church. Free esti
mate,
reasonable
prices.
For more
information, call 8211734.

OF THE FLORIDA SLNCOAS I

EVERARD HARRIS
Piano • Drums • Guitar

Caring for Pinellas County,
Florida since 1977

(AH band instruments)
A Unique Profession!!
Hands-on care of the
terminally ill.
Accepting Applications

»FAMU Marching 100
• Army Band
• Bay Point Middle Band

866-1034

Call:

RNs, LPNs
(FL License Required)

WRXB RADIO STATION IS

SEEKING AN ENERGETIC, SELF
STARTER WITH A MINIMUM OF
2 YRS. SALES EXPERIENCE.
COMMISSIONED. MUST POS
SESS GOOD COMMUNICATION
SKILLS AND BE PERSONABLE.
COMMISSION ONLY. PLEASE
FAX RESUME TO (727) 321-3025

At Bright House Networks,

FAMILY STRESS
Is your family stressed due to a family
member abusing drugs or alcohol? If so,
Operation PAR provides substance abuse
and mental health treatment services for
adults and children. In some cases treat
ment services are provided at no cost.
Services are confidential. Prevention
services are also available to the public.
For more information,
Contact Gerald Syrkett
Operation PAR - Self-Sufficiency
Project
727-893-5438

&HHA./CNAS

AD DEAD
LINE IS 4 P.M.
MONDAY

(Both FL cert, needed)
586-4432
300 E. Bay Drive
Largo, FL 33770-3770

Quality Control
1st and 2nd Shift position available for qualified first
article inspector for our precision machining facility.
Working knowledge of Geo. Tol., Basis Insp. Equip., &
C.M.M.S. is a must. Apply in person.

Calibration Technician
Apply at:
H & S Swansons’ Tool Company
9000 68th Street North
Pinellas Park, FL 33782

Gauge Calibration Technician needed. A minimum of
two years of practical experience in a Job Shop inspec
tion function and six months of hands on calibration is
required. Must be self motivated, have a working
knowledge of inspection techniques, methods and be
familiar with requirements of Mil-1-45662A.

WE ALL SHINE!

Apply at:
H & S Swansons’ Tool Company
9000 68th Street North
Pinellas Park, FL 33782

Peocte across the country are teaming what our 2,1 million customers
already know: that Bright House Networks is s^eiwewig the tours of
tnftxmaficn and entertainment Join us now to see foryoureeffl

EOE • We are a Drug & Smoke Free Workplace

PW4811; Bridge Number 10 at North Dundee Street

PROJECT:

BID DATE:
SCOPE:

January 6, 2004

ESTIMATE:

$210,000

DEPOSIT:

$80

The project provides for rehabilitation of bridge over Little Dundee

River including replacement of span structure.

Tuesday, December 16,2004,2:00 p.m.

PRE-BID CONFERENCE:

CONTACT: Altafhusen Bukhari, P.E.,

813/274-7522

PRODUCTION ASSISTANT » Fuli-Time With Benefits •

EOE • We are a Drug & Smoke Free Workplace

The successful candidate wit! provide full assistance in tfta direction and
pfoctestor. of a local Ofigwatron show. ResponsKfties wi# also tehtfe
editing, record ing and updating Master insertion tapes, as well as moving
re^ote/stijdto equipment-

Building, 306 E. Jackson Street, Tampa, Florida 33602.

at the Department of Public Works, 306 E. Jackson Street, 4th Floor North, Tampa,

indicated for each set. Deposits are refunded if documents are returned in good

PTEC-ST PETE CAMPUS

condition within 15 days after bid opening. Deposits should be in the form of sep

AMHRIfiM

Learn to become a professionalin the food industry. The pro
gram will include all aspects of food preparation & pastry
arts, safety and sanitation, nutrition, selection and supervision
of equipment, communication skills, cost planning and quali
ty control, management and dietary curriculum & computer
literacy.

Day Classes Mon-Fri, 7:30-12:30. 1200 hr. program incl. an
internship providing guided workplace learning.

Qualified applicants should submit
appSications at our main office:

bright

house ASZZ
...... »«TXO#*a

Florida 33602. Copies may be obtained upon payment of the refundable deposit

CULINARY OPERATIONS

Additional quaSflcations inciuds a high school diploma; a valid Florida
driver's license in good standing; the ability to work in tight timelines as
part of a team; and the ability to work nontradittonai hours, to include
evenings and weekends. Bachelor's degree ki video produegon and
experiersce w® photographing peopte/events preferred.

EOE/3W/F/D/V.. Re-emptoy»jent. drug screen
and background check required.

Pre-Bid Conference is

held at the same location. Plans and Specifications for this work may be examined

Knowledge of studio and remote production applications, including lighting
and set configuration, floor directing, microphone and cable placement for
sudkyvkjeo, camera operation, and control room skins is required.
Understanding of vktee pwteOon tecMques for live ana recorded
applications and walking knowSedge of studio, remote and live Breadcasting
procedures also necessary.

2530 Drew Street, Clearwater, a 3326a,

Bids will be opened in the 4th Floor Conference Room, Tampa Municipal Office

For more info contact Sandra Boyers
@ 727-893-2500 x 1104

r*

ENROLL NOW!
NEW CLASSES START JAN. 29, 2004

arate checks for each project. Copies of Standard Contract Forms and Provisions

(a part of the Contract Documents, but not reprinted in the Specifications) are
available for $15.00 each (non-refundable). Mailing is available for an additional
charge of $10.00 per set. Check should be made payable to the City of Tampa.
Subcontracting opportunities may exist for City certified Women/Minority

Business Enterprises (W/MBE’s). A copy of the current W/MBE directory may be

NEW HOME
Ready to move in
Low Down
Low Monthly Payments
Masonry, 3 bed, 2 bath, Garage
1125 - 40th Street South
AMERICAN HOUSING CORP.
(727)546-6611

obtained at www.Tampagov.net. Phone (813) 274-8721 for assistance.

PUBLIC WORKS ACADEMY
Career Opportunities Available

PTEC ■
The Public Works Academy is currently taking applications for

training in various areas of public works: parks, streets, traffic ops.,
wastewater mgmt., equipment ops. & maint., solid waste disposal,

water distribution and treatment, reclaimed water and technical

NOTICE TO CERTIFIED
DM/DWBE CONTRACTORS

drafting & design.

Applicants must be HS/GED grad; possess a valid driver’s license;

Johnson Bros. Corporation is seeking proposal from
Hillsborough County or other State of Florida certified
DM/DWBE Contractors for the Hillsborough County Bid No.:
C-040-04(BW) Li thia Pinecrest Road over Alafia River
Bridge & CR 672 over Hurrah Creek. Proposal are to be
faxed no later than 5:00 PM December 18, 2003 to Johnson
Bros. Corporation; 3300 CR 555, Bartow, FL 33830 Phone:
863-533-0168
Fax: 863-533-0153

be 18 yrs. of age or older; have 9th grade level reading,

HOTLINE NUMBERS

language & math skills.

Job opportunities are avail, in private industry, city & county gov’t.,

The Runaway Hotline: 800-RUNAWAY (786-2929)

Family Resources Counseling:

Documents can be obtained from Kinko’s at 101-A Dale
Mabry Hwy, Tampa, FL 33609 Phone: 813-876-7011 Fax:
813-876-7473.

Small Business Information Center
Corporate Square
7402 N 56th ST
Building 400 Suite 425
Tampa FL 33617

(727) 384-8336 or (727) 449-8336

ENROLL NOW!
Next class starts

JANUARY 12,2004
M-F, 7:30 AM-3:30 PM

PTEC-St. PETE campus only
For more info call: 727-893-2500, x!034

offered at the

Please E-Mail All Ads to:
smfaith@tampabay.rr.com

We know
the value
of diversity.

ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICE OF THE COURTS

6TH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
Digital Court Reporters (5) - Records court proceedings uti
lizing digital audio reporting systems and produces transcripts
from recordings. Req HS + 2 yrs previous exper. in court
reporting, transcription or use of audio systems. Salary $1,170
biwkly + bnfts. Located in mid-Pinellas with some travel to

With over $1 billion in assets, MacDiil Federal

Credit Union knows what if lakes »o succeed
in business today. Il lakes the smartest and brightest

satellite courts. Overtime may be req.
Program Assistant - Processes juvenile referrals through
Juvenile Court Substance Abuse Program and ensures the sup
porting administrative areas of assignment are completed in
accordance with laws and procedures. Req HS and 3 yrs. exp.
maintaining administrative records. Req. general knowledge
of substance abuse and treatment programs. Certified mediator/arbitrator preferred. Salary $932 biwkly + bnfts. Position

leaders, with the vision and financial sawy to

make lhe right decisions at the fight lime.

Thafs why you'll find professionals
from within your own local

community working al MocDiil
locations throughout our five-county

located in mid-Pinellas Cty.
Clerical Assistant - Office support work for Teen Court. HS
grad and 2 yrs. clerical exp. Salary $800 biwkly + bnfts.

service area. You'll see friends and
neighbors looking to os for

innovative products and services

Position located in St. Pete.
Court Applications ONLY by Dec. 19.

that meet their unique financial

needs You'll understand that we

Available at:
www.jud6.org
Criminal Justice Center, 14250 49th St. N., 2nd fir, H-wing

truly know the value of diversify.

(HR Dept.), Clwr.
Old Historic Courthouse, 324 So. Ft. Harrison Ave., Room

And it's priceless!

102, Clwr.
Clearwater Courthouse, 315 Court St., Rm. 401, Clwr.
501 Building, 501 1st Ave. N., Rm. 729 (Alt. Dispute), St.

WacDiff

Mt

Pete
West Pasco Judicial Center, 7530 Little Rd., Room 219, New

FEDERAL CREDIT UNION

Port Richey
EOE AA Drug-Free Workplace. Any person with a disability
requiring a special accommodation to participate in the appli
cation process should call 727-453-7165.

for exp. & upper level positions, plus company benefits.

Includes classroom learning & internship in field

Documents can be viewed at our Bartow Office and the fol
lowing locations:

Tampa Builders Exchange
605 South Fremont Avenue Suite 2
Tampa FL 33606

and FL DOT. Salaries range from $8-$l 1, entry level; $15 & higher

An EEO Employer M/F/D/V

www.macdill.org

Bavfront
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There s A Reason To Read The Weekly Challenger"

www.theweeklychallenger.com
ph:(727) 896-2922 • fax: (727) 823-2568 • email: tchallen@tampabay.rr.com

2003 HOLIDAY EDITION
Edition Date: December 18, 2003

W

Are you looking to advertise special holiday rates for your business?
Or send special season’s greetings to your loved ones?

of

Be a part
The Weekly Challenger’s annual Holiday Issue, published for over 21 years and filled with recipes and heart
warming holiday stories. It is a must-read, fully supported by the faith-based and community service organizations in
^OjjEajg^ the Tampa Bay area, particularly the African-American market. We are now offering opportunities for both businesses
and families alike to be a part of our special issue!

Aft

Why Advertise with us?
Why is this market so desirable? Well, for one, according to recent Census data, when it comes to household income,
African-Americans right here in Pinellas County had the highest increase (24%) compared to any other ethnicity.
African-Americans are also one of the fastest growing population segments in Pinellas County. As this holiday season
approaches, take the opportunity to advertise with us!

Send a Greeting to Loved Ones...

'W;- Get in the spirit of the season! Take the opportunity to wish your loved ones the best this holiday season, courtesy of

2&V

The Weekly Challenger. Publish greetings, as well as family and individual photos to let them know how you feel!

+

Merry Christmas
Mom & Dad

W
w

Merry Christmas
Grandma

Happy Holiday To
My Husband

Merry Christmas From
Daddy's Little Girl

Merry Christmas Mom

Happy Holidays
Aunt Mary

Best Wishes To The
Robinson Family

Holiday Issue Specifications
(Tabloid Size)
*Copy and ad space deadline: December 14, 2003
** All submissions must be pre-paid
N__________________ /,
AD SIZE

Business Card
Eighth Page
Quarter Page
Half Page
Full Page
Page 3
Front Cover Or
Inside Front Page
Back Page Cover

COLUMN SIZE
2x2
’ 3
3

PHYSICAL DIMENSIONS

COST

3.25" x 2”
5" x 2”
5" x 6"
10.25" x 6"
10.25” x 12”

$25
$75
$ 1 50
$275
$550

3x6
6x6
6 x 12

Premium Page Positions
6x12
10.25" x 12"
6 x 12
6 x 12

$650
B
$687.50
$725

10.25" x 12"
10.25” x 12”

Color

- ' I

&
■MB

1 color: $1OO, 2 colors: $125, Process color: $175

Sign up now! Spaces are limited

■ij3gi

